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On the Glory Way 
By Ida A. Guirey 


E STAND by faith on the groufd 
of grace 
Who travel the glory way, 
And with patience here I will run my 
race ; 
In the strength of the Lord each day. 


The glory way is a narrow way, 
But the Lord is with us there; 

And the narrow way is the only way 
That leads to the mansions fair. 


On the glory way we have a song 
And a never-failing Friend, 

A Shepherd true and a Saviour strong 
Who will keep us to the end. 


There are many lost on the paths of sin, 
In the darkness gone astray; 

And we long the lost for Christ to win, 
Bring them to the glory way. 


w 


A Right Spirit 


After David’s great sin he sought 
forgiveness in the words of the Fifty- 
first Psalm, which has been a comfort 
to sinners ever since. He prayed, “Cre- 
ate in me a clean heart, O God; and 
Tenew a right spirit within me.” It is 
& petition that even Christians need 
often to pray, for how easy it is to have 
& wrong spirit! What is “a right spirit”? 
The underlying thought is “a steadfast 
Spirit” (Comp. Bible); and the opposite 
is found in another Psalm: “For their 


-heart was not right with him, neither 


were they stedfast in his covenant” 
(78:37). The positive aspect of it is seen 
in still another: “He shall not be afraid 
of evil tidings: his heart is fixed, trust- 
ing in the Lord” (112:7). The right spirit 
is finely illustrated in such Old Testa- 
ment worthies as Abraham, Moses, 
Caleb, Joshua, Job, Isaiah, and Daniel. 
But for a full picture of it we must turn 
to the New Testament. It is clearly 
seen in the positive and negative aspects 
of divine love set forth in 1 Corinthians 
13: Charity (or love) suffereth long, 
is kind, envieth not; vaunteth not itself, 
is not puffed up, is not easily provoked, 
thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity 
but in the truth, beareth all things, 
hopeth all things, never faileth. It is 
seen again in the fruit of the Spirit: 
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper- 
ance (Gal. 5:22). Other lists of good 
things and virtues are set forth in Philip- 
pians 4:8, 9; Colossians 3:12-14; and 2 
Peter 1:5-7. If we lived up to any one 
of these New Testament descriptions or 
groups of standards, we should have the 


right spirit for which David prayed. 
In practice, it should show itself by a 
lack of complaining against circum- 
stances or people; a willingness to think 
of and hope for the best in others until 
we have proof that their words and 
actions were not right—and then we 
should be sorry; a close attention to 
duty for duty’s sake, and not only when 
it is pleasant or we get paid well for 
it; a desire to let unpleasant rumors 
drop into the sea of forgetfulness rather 
than plant them in someone else’s mind; 
the habit of thinking about the best 
things rather than the worst; and, above 
all, a moment-by-moment trust in the 
power, wisdom, and love of God. A 
little examination of our own hearts 
under the fluoroscope of the Word of 
God will soon convince us that there are 
things there of which we ought to be 
ashamed, and show us that, though our 
sin may not be exactly like David's in 
actions, yet we have reason enough to 
repeat sincerely his prayer, “Create in 
me a clean heart, O God: and renew a 
right spirit within me.” 


Discipleship Which Means Discipline 


This editorial is reprinted, by permission, from a booklet of the same 
title by the late Mr. Godfrey Webb-Peploe, formerly of the Dohnavur 
Fellowship, India, which was founded by Miss Amy Carmichael. Copies 
of the booklet may be obtained at two pence each or twelve shillings 


six pence per hundred 


(postpaid) from the Dohnavur Fellowship, 


33 Church Road, Wimbledon, London, S. W. 19, England. 


HE question is often asked, “How 
can I best begin at home to prepare 
for the life of the mission field?” 
Here are a few practical suggestions: 
Effort. It will not be easy. We must 
go out of our way to acquire this pre- 
paredness. We are called to a strict 
training for a hard fight which will not 
end till we.hear God’s “Well done.” 
Difficulties. Let us learn to choose 
the hardest things, to do what others 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Our God whom we serve is able 
to deliver us” (Dan. 3:17). 




















leave undone. We can begin in the 
ordinary affairs of home life. The joy 
of hard climbing and the glory of the 
impossible should not be mere phrases 
but experienced facts. 


Helpfulness. Make opportunities each 
day to help others, in inconspicuous 
ways, not grudgingly but joyfully, 
though it may mean far less time for 
yourself. Be kind and thoughtful. Be 
courteous and good mannered. “Love 
is never rude, never selfish.” 


Sleep. Do not waste time sitting up 
late talking. King’s business talk is dif- 
ferent; but what about the late rising 
in the morning, the shortened Quiet 
Time, due to our letting the pleasant 
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conversation of the night before drift not let us care overmuch for the praise 


on? 

Food. “I don’t like this.” Well, learn 
to like it, unless it actually does physi- 
cal harm. Be grateful for what God has 
given. If it is just a case of likes and 
dislikes, learn to be able to eat things 
that are not your choice—and enough to 
keep you fit and strong, not a mere 
mouthful. The ability to eat unflinch- 
ingly may mean much for friendship 
with peoples of another land whose food 
is very different from ours. 


Clothes. God wants us to be tidy, 
and certainly not to be conspicuous 
through slackness. But fashion should 
not be our master even in the smallest 
things. 

Spending Money. There are many un- 
necessary gadgets and ornaments that 
are. very nice’ to possess, for which we 
spend money without thinking. All our 
money is God’s, if we are His children. 
Rich and poor, we should think and 
pray before we spend, and we should 
learn to do without. Some, after in- 
dulgence in small ways, find it very 
hard to stop. The people among whom 
we are to live in the mission field, for 
the most part, never could buy such 
things or their local equivalent. The un- 
necessary separates us from those we 
come to serve. Do not let us live like 
misers, but pray before we spend. rs 


Tidiness. Some people seem to be 
born tidy, others think that they never 
can be. Can we imagine the Lord Jesus 
when He was on earth with His clothes 
untidy and all His belongings lying 
about in disorder? It saves time, and is 
excellent training, deliberately to study 
tidiness, 

Comfort. Do not become too wedded 
to the armchair. The comforts of mod- 
ern life may not be found abroad, and 
we must learn to be independent of 
them, and to cut out the things that make 
us soft. Physical discomfort for its own 
sake need not be sought, but it must 
never cause us to turn back. “Be care- 
ful of your body, but careless of your 
life.” 

Accuracy, which is a part of truth. 
T?ain the mind in accurate thinking and 
the lips in accuracy of speech. What 
of the stories we retell? Do we add to 
the facts to make people more impressed 
or more amused? Truth has little place 
in most non-Christian lands; and, when 
we speak of the necessity of utter truth, 
our words and ways are watched. 

Truth. Let there be no pose. Many 
Orientals can read us like a book and 
we cannot deceive them. According to 
God’s scale of values we are certainly 
no better than they, so why pretend to 
be so? 

Pride. If you take offense easily, do 
not come to the mission field thinking 
that it does not matter. - He humbled 
Himself. He did it deliberately. So do 





or blame of men, even of other Chris- 
tians. To our Lord we live. If some- 
thing is misunderstood, learn to go direct 
to the other one concerned. Be frank 
and humble and straighten it out. 


Speech. Don’t argue, but learn from 
God when and what to speak, and real- 
ize the value of silence. Never break 
confidence. Never fear to speak the 
truth, though it lead to trouble. When 
God says “Speak,” deliver without fear 
or favor His whole message, to indi- 
viduals or in a meeting. 


Humility. If we are wrong, let us con- 
fess it. It will be humiliating, but it 
will be the straight thing to do; and no 
one ever loses standing, in the eyes of 
those he seeks to help, by being honest. 
Be willing to learn from the experience 
of others—experienced older people,’ in- 
experienced younger ones, people of the 
country, anyone, if only we may do our 
job more for God’s glory. The best way 
of doing things in the homelands is very 
often not the best way abroad. 


Popularity is dangerous, attracting peo- 
ple to oneself; influence is most often 
unconscious. God can use the latter if 
we live near enough to Him, but the 
former should never be sought. “He 
made himself of no reputation.” 


Adaptability. We must learn to be 
adaptable, and be willing to start from 
the beginning and go to school again 
to learn the language and the customs 
and the mind of the people to whom we 
go. If we do not like having our care- 
ful plans altered and something quite 
different substituted, the sooner we learn 
to be able to take this joyfully the 
better. 


Patience is needed for the study of the 
language and ways of our new home- 
land. It is no use trying to hurry the 
deliberate East. It is seldom any use to 
give someone “a piece of your mind.” 
It is usually not worth giving. And 
“the heat of the tropics does not encour- 
age the spontaneous growth of patience. 
So it is a lesson to be learned, a gift 
to be asked from God who freely gives 
all we need. 


Temperament. Even among Christians 
differences of natural temperament often 
lead to friction and lack of peace. You 
may find yourself in a mission station 
with one other missionary whose tastes 
and interests and temperament are the 
very reverse of yours. If you do not 
get on together, God’s name is dishon- 
ored before those you hope to win for 
Christ, for such a feeling of estrange- 
ment will soon be known to them. What 
have you in common? A love for the 
Lord, a call to His service among those 
who know Him not. PRAY. Pray fre- 
quently together. Pray for others. Wor- 
ship and adore your Lord together, and 
the petty things that might cause friction 
will be harmless to annoy. 
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Thoughts. Think the best of others 
Critical thoughts, unclean thoughts 
worrying thoughts, envious thoughts 
thoughts of self-pity that dwell upon 
difficulties ahead, or that imagine offense 
or opposition in others, may be put into 
our minds by the Evil One. Do not 
let them stay. If we give place to them 
and begin to think them over, we shal] 
be led into sin, for even the thought 
of foolishness is sin. The Holy Com. 
panion is within us and knows our 
thoughts. Let Him control them, and 
keep us, too, from that waste of: God's 
time which we call day-dreaming, 

Books. What do we read? For re. 
freshment, encouragement, uplifting help 
of all kinds, there are many books. Let 
us keep to these. Do we sit up half 
the night to finish something interesting 
or exciting? Let us curb the lust to 
finish, and be disciplined in our reading 
as in other things. 

Friendship. Every true friendship 
should make us more accessible to others 
and more understanding and helpful 
Exclusive friendships are unhealthy. 

Marriage. Very many look forward 
to this as God’s good gift. In the mis- 
sion field there are some kinds of work 
where married people can do more be- 
cause they are married. There are 

(Continued on last page) 








~ Notes on Open Letters 





Is “Boys’ Town” Roman Catholic? 


Recently I received Christmas seals 
from Father Flanagan’s Boys’ Town 
in Nebraska. I have heard reports 
that the institution cannot properly 
be regarded as nonsectarian, as it pur- 
ports to be. Also, I believe I have 
read that the income from the Boys’ 
Town Christmas seals is enormous. If 
it is true that the institution is pri- 
marily. a Roman Catholic training 
ground where Protestantism is toler- 
ated only to the extent necessary to 
claim to be nonsectarian; and, if it 
is true that Boys’ Town is utilized by 
the Roman Church as an indispensable 
source of revenue, then Protestants 
should be awakened to that truth— 
A New York reader, 


The Editor wrote to a Christian friend 
in Nebraska, who replied as follows: 

“We have a girl working in our offices 
who was converted from the. Catholic 
faith and she says it is definitely Cath- 
olic. Her church used to announce -vari- 
ous things concerning it and sponsored 
concerts from there. Those who have 
gone through the institution say it is 
definitely Roman Catholic and that the 
various buildings have little shrines oF 
special places for their idols. They have 
a Catholic chapel on the grounds and 
as far as anyone knows:no proyision 
for Protestants. That is one of the. ques 


(Continued on page 1063) 
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ll. The Pioneer of Reformation 


Who restored to the church the doctrine of 


justification by faith 


inevitable. The medieval church 

had rejected reform between 1305 
and 1517. When Luther came on the 
scene, it was soon apparent that his 
views would lead him to break with the 
church of his day. This break brought 
about the formation of Lutheran terri- 
torial (state) and confessional (creedal) 
churches. 

Roman Catholics refer to the era be- 
tween 1517 and 1648 as the Protestant 
Revolt; Protestants call it the Reforma- 
tion. From the viewpoint of church gov- 
ernment it was a revolt—a break with 
an existing organization, but, since it 
was a break to restore the primitive 
purity of the New Testament church, it 
seems more fitting to call it the Reforma- 
tion, 

Several things contributed indirectly 
to the coming of the Reformation in 1517. 
The rulers of the nation-states were jeal- 
ous of a loyalty to an international 
organization which would divide the al- 
legiance of their subjects. Church owner- 
ship of much good land, church taxes, 
and church courts with the right of ap- 
peal to the papal court deprived them 
of revenue and prestige. Reformers in- 
terested in a national church would be 
sure to have their support. The princes 
of Germany particularly resented the at- 
tempt to drain their states of money now 
that, as Luther put it, “Italy has been 
sucked dry.” The Renaissance had 
created criticism of existing institutions, 
and the reading of Erasmus’ Greek New 
Testament had shown Teutonic scholars 
the divergence between the spiritual life 
of the church of their day and that of 
the New Testament. The moral bank- 
ruptcy of many of the clergy was re- 
vealed by the buying and selling of 
church offices, the keeping of concubines, 
and by the use of the mass as sacra- 
mental magic to insure salvation. The 
rise of towns and commerce between 900 
and 1200 created a middle class whigh 
was inclined to be critical of the claims 
of the church. Increasing discontent was 
bound to crystallize in some leader. 


R ‘izewits rejected makes revolution 


Factors That Prepared for Luther 
Several factors account for the prior 
emergence of the Reformation in Ger- 
many. Erasmus’ writings helped to cre- 
ate discontent among the scholarly class. 
The mystical tradition, which empha- 
sizes the personal element in religion, 
had been planted in the Rhine valley 
by the Friends of God and the Brethren 
of the Common Life. The wealth from 
the mines of Saxony tempted the pope 
to tap this new source of wealth for the 





Just before Martin Luther appeared 
before the Imperial Diet at Worms in 
1521, he uttered an agonizing prayer. 
These were some of his supplications: 
“O almighty and everlasting God! 
How terrible is this world! Behold, 
it openeth its mouth to swallow me 
up, and I have so little trust in Thee! 
How weak is the flesh, and how pow- 
erful is Satan! If it is in the strength 
of this world only that I must put 
my trust, all is over! Act, then, O 
God, stand at my side, for the sake 
of Thy well-beloved, Jesus Christ, 
who is my defense, my shield, and 
my strong tower. I am ready to lay 
down my life for Thy truth, patient 
asalamb. For it is the cause of jus- 
tice—it is Thine! And though the 
world should be filled with devils,— 
though my body, which is still the 
work of Thy hands, should be slain, 
be stretched upon the pavement, be 
cut in pieces, reduced to ashes, my 
soul is Thine! Yes, I have the assur- 
ance of Thy Word. My soul belongs 
to Thee! It shall abide forever with 
Thee. Amen. O God! Help me! 
Amen!” 

J. H. Merle d’Aubigné, who quotes 
it in his “History of the Reformation 
of the Sixteenth Century,” says: 
“This prayer explains Luther and the 
Reformation. History here raises the 
veil of the sanctuary, and discloses to 
our view the secret place whence 
strength and courage were imparted 
to this humble and despised man, 
who was the instrument of God to 
emancipate the soul and the thoughts 
of men and to open a new era.” 








papacy. Above all, the man and hour 
met in Luther in 1517. 

Martin Luther (1483-1546) was born 
of peasant stock in Saxony. After study- 
ing Latin, he went to the University of 
Erfurt where his main study was schol- 
astic philosophy. He received his A.B. 
and A.M. degrees by 1505. His father 
wanted him to become a lawyer, but 
fright in a severe thunderstorm led him 
to vow to become a monk if Saint Anna, 
upon whom he called, would spare him 
from death by lightning. He entered an 
Augustinian monastery and was ordained 
in due course. A visit to Rome on busi- 
ness for his order in the winter of 1510 
and 1511 brought disillusionment as he 
saw the levity and laxity of the Italian 
clergy. 

Luther was a medieval monk earnestly 
seeking salvation in a monastery until 
1511, when he was transferred to the 





By EARLE E. CAIRNS, Ph.D. 


newly founded University of Wittenberg 
to teach theology. Between 1513 and 
1517 study of and lectures upon Psalms, 
Galatians, Romans, and Hebrews trans- 
formed his life. The striving for salva- 
tion by ascetic acts gave way, probably 
in 1513, to faith in Christ as the Saviour 
who died for him on the cross. He ac- 
cepted the authority of the Scriptures 
and learned from them that man was 
justified by faith in Christ alone without 
ascetic acts or a human,-priestly media- 
tor. 


The Sale of Indulgences 

This experience of conversion did not 
involve him in trouble until 1517. A 
man named Albert, who already held 
two high offices in the church at the age 
of twenty-three, wanted the archbishop- 
ric of Mainz. He needed a papal dis- 
pensation to obtain it since a man could 
legally hold only one high office. Pope 
Leo X wanted money to build the pres- 
ent St. Peter’s Cathedral in Rome. He 
allowed Albert to sell indulgences in 
Germany to get the money needed to 
pay the pope for the dispensation and, to 
repay the Fuggers, a German banking 
firm, from whom Albert had borrowed 
the money to give to the pope. The in- 
dulgence was associated with the sacra- 
ment of penance and was based upon the 
idea that Christ and the saints had ac- 
cumulated extra merit which was stored 
in a Treasury of Merit upon which the 
pope and his priests could draw. Buy- 
ing an indulgence would free the repent- 
ant sinner from the necessity of perform- 
ing some good deed or pilgrimage as 
satisfaction. Then the priest could ab- 
solve him from his sin because the in- 
dulgence gave him access to the merits 
of Christ and the saints. 

When Tetzel, Albert’s high-pressure 
salesman of indulgences, came to: the 
area, Luther discovered that some of his 
parishioners were not coming to con- 
fession because they thought that the 
purchase of an indulgence freed them 
from the need for confession. This so 
disturbed Luther that on October 31, 
1517, he posted ninety-five theses on the 
door of a church in Wittenberg, chal- 
lenging all and sundry to debate on these 
theses. The theses attacked only abuses 
of the doctrine of penance by the sale of 
indulgences. As he dryly put it, men 
were not seaching for “men of riches” 
(souls) but for the “riches of men.” At 
this point Luther was still only a con- 
verted monk who wanted to correct 
abuses in the church. 

He debated the matter before his order 
in Heidelberg, before Cardinal Cajetan 











1048 (4) * 


at Augsburg, and with Eck before Do- 
minican and Augustinian monks at Leip- 
zig. Here Luther denied the infallibility 
either of the pope or a general council 
in matters of faith and morals, He car- 
ried his case to the people in three pam- 
phlets which he issued in 1520. In the 

“Babylonian Captivity” he attacked the 

sacramental system of the Roman church 

as a means of dispensing grace by his 
assertion that faith was the means 
through which man received God’s grace. 

In other tracts he attacked the hierarchy 

and asserted that every Christian was a 

believer-priest who needed no human 

mediator to come between him and God. 

When the Emperor Charles V called him 

to appear before the imperial Diet at 

Worms in 1521, Luther told the assembled 
. princes and archbishops of the Holy 
Roman Empire that unless he was con- 
vinced by the Scriptures, or reason, that 
he was wrong he would recant nothing 
of his teachings. The Diet outlawed him. 
Since the pope had excommunicated him 
earlier, he was under the ban both of the 
spiritual and temporal authorities. His 
friends hid him in Wartburg Castle for 
two years. Here Luther translated the 
New Testament into German in order to 
give his people the Bible in their own 
tongue. 

When radicals bagan to endanger the 
Reformation in Wittenberg, Luther at the 
risk of his life left his refuge to deal 
with them. Great numbers of people 
rallied to his cause, but some withdrew 
their support from him. Erasmus, who 
would support reform, deserted Luther 
when he saw that Luther’s views in- 
volved a break with the church. Peas- 
ants also turned from him in 1524 when 
he urged the princes to put down the 
peasants’ revolt because he saw their 
social radicalism would endanger reli- 
gious reformation, Others forsook him 
in 1525 when he renounced his monastic 
vows and married Katherine von Bora. 
He and Zwingli, the reformer in Zurich, 
could not agree on the matter of the 
Communion. Luther believed that the 
bread and wine did not change their sub- 
stance but that, nevertheless, the real 
body and blood of Christ were present in 
the Communion. Zwingli, on the other 
hand, held that the Communion was only 
a memorial of Christ’s death and that 
the body and blood of Christ were pres- 
ent only in a spiritual sense. For this 
reason the Swiss and German reformers 
were unable to join forces. 

But many did rally to the banner of 
the Reformation. Because the Emperor 
was busy with wars with the French in 
the west and the Turks in the east, he 
had to agree at the Diet of Speyer in 
1526 to permit the princes of each state 
to decide the faith of the people under 
them. When he tried to revoke this 
right at a second Diet in Speyer in 1529, 
Luther’s friends read a “Protestation.” 
Their opponents promptly dubbed them 
Protestants. In this fashion the word 
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“Protestant” originated. His growing 
army of followers accepted the “Augs- 
burg Confession” in 1530. This was 
drawn up by Philip Melanchthon, Luther’s 
young colleague, who was the Greek 
teacher at Wittenberg. Luther also drew 
up a Small Catechism for children. In 
1535 the Wittenberg Faculty began to ex- 
amine candidates for the ministry, after 
which the town clergy would ordain 
those who were successful. These meas- 
ures created a distinct Lutheran church. 

The Schmalkaldic League of Protes- 
tant princes was formed in 1531.’ When 
the emperor finally disposed of his 
French and Turkish enemies, it was 
forced to fight for its faith between 1546 
and 1552. The Peace of Augsburg put 
Lutheranism on a basis of equality with 
the Roman Catholic faith in the Holy 
Roman Empire. 

When Luther died in 1546, Melanch- 
thon led the Protestants. Many doctrinal 
disputes occurred until a new basis of 
faith, the “Formula of Concord,” was 
drawn up in 1577 and published along 
with other doctrinal statements in the 
“Book of Concord” in 1580. 

Luther’s ideas spread into the Scan- 
dinavian states which had been united 
under Denmark by the Union of Calmar 
in 1397. In all of these countries the 
translation of the Scriptures into the 
common tongue and the work of clergy- 
men who had been trained in Wittenberg 
were important in the coming of the 
Reformation. Acceptance of the Refor- 
mation by the Danes brought it also to 
Iceland and Norway because those lands 
were under Danish control. The Swed- 
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ish Reformation was both a political and 
religious movement, because the struggle 
to adopt Lutheranism was linked with 
the fight for independence from Den- 
mark. Finland, controlled by Sweden, 
also became Lutheran. Lutheranism was 
temporarily triumphant in Poland, but 
the Jesuits were able to recapture that 
land for the church. About twenty 
Lutheran denominations in North Amer- 
ica also look to Luther as their spiritual 
progenitor. 

Luther’s greatest contribution to the 
Reformation was his assertion of the doc- 
trine of justification by faith alone. The 
priesthood of believers was a logical ex- 
tension of the idea of justification by 
faith. He also asserted the authority of 
the Bible as the infallible rule of faith 
and practice. These doctrines denied 
the basic ideas of the medieval church. 


Luther helped to restore preaching to 
its rightful place in the service. He en- 
couraged congregational singing and 
wrote beautiful hymns, such as “A 
Mighty Fortress” and “Away in a Man- 
ger.” He translated the Bible into the 
German tongue and insisted upon uni- 
versal elementary education so that each 
believer-priest could read the Bible for 
himself. 

The church is indebted to this bluff, 
sometimes coarse, sincere, courageous 
Reformer. He was the pioneer, blazing 
the trail, along which others, such as 
Calvin, Knox, and Cranmer, would fol- 
low later. He was God’s man in God's 
time in God’s place. 

(To be continued) 


Early Evangelical Christianity in Brazil 


The remarkable growth of Protestantism in spite of Catholic opposition 


has in our day seen so extensive a 

Protestant movement as Brazil, 
where, in 1950, were registered 1,657,000 
evangelicals. The number reaches two 
million when children of evangelical 
families are included. More notable still 
is the progression of this Protestant 
movement. In 1922, it numbered 325,000; 
in 1940, 1,047,897, which exceeds the 
rate of population increase. There are 
2,000 settled Protestant pastors in Brazil 
as compared with 6,000 Catholic clergy. 
Advance is now especially noticeable in 
the pioneer areas of western Brazil. The 
Brazilian Evangelical Church is com- 
posed of all types, including influential 
and intellectual leaders who give it a 
general influence far surpassing its 
minority status. 

A vivid picture of the upsurge of this 
movement is given by a gifted Brazilian 
woman who has lived in its main cur- 
rents. Mme. Melo-Chaves belongs: to a 


N:* ROMAN CATHOLIC country 


By ERNEST GORDON 


bandeirante family, these bandeirantes 
being the equivalent of the conquista- 
dores of Spanish-America, but wholly 
peaceful conquerors of the soil. Her 
grandfather was an upright man, very 
Catholic, faithful with rosary, novenas, 
processions, and midnight masses (the 
so-called “Mass of the rooster”). But 
her uncle David had obtained a New 
Testament from a Presbyterian mission- 
ary, John Boyle, and it had done its 
enlightening work. He would rise be- 
fore the stars had paled out of the sky to 
study it. He was amazed and delighted. 
“No man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me.” Hence no more masses, no 
more St. John’s Day fires, bell ringings, 
candles, holy water. Neither priest nor 
pope nor sacristan. 
of reading, he set out to find a pastor 
to whom he could make confession of 
his new faith. This was the Rev. Charles 
Morton, a Presbyterian, who little real- 
ized at the time that from that one con- 
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fession would come many churches and 
hundreds of faithful Christians. 

At the time there was a little light- 
house of the faith in the interior of the 
State of Minas, whose lay pastor was a 
gifted Brazilian journalist and devoted 
Christian evangelist. When he learned 
of Uncle David’s conversion, he set out 
to find him. This so angered David’s 
father that he buckled on two revolvers 
to his belt and declared he would ex- 
orcise the demon who had invaded his 
family. His mouth full of furies, he 
ordered all family members from then 
on to have no contact or commerce with 
his heretic son. Yet he was an upright 
man with ideals. 

Uncle David’s brother, Manuel, did not 
share his father’s bitterness. “Only was 
this Protestant Bible an honest transla- 
tion?” He set himself to find out. Da- 
vid had pointed out John 3:16, “the little 
Gospel,” to him, but he was a thorough 





man. So he started with the first chap- - 


ter of Genesis and continued on sturdily. 
When he finally got to John 3:16, all 
doubts and fears had dissipated. He 
saddled his horse, rode to the nearest 
Protestant group, and, on the 15th of 
June, 1898, was received into the evan- 
gelical church. 

Mme. Melo-Chaves describes it as a 
typical group. Love for God and desire 
to know Christ were so great that the 
pastor could preach two or three sermons 
one after another without any trace of 
weariness on the faces of his hearers 
and they on hard seats without backs, 
or crouched on the ground, or even sit- 
ting on window ledges. 

These Catholic Brazilians appear to 
have been kindly folk and by no means 
unintelligent, but they lacked schooling; 
and an amusing account is here given 
of how Mme. Melo-Chaves, as a little 
girl, instructed a tutor in well-to-do 
families how to compute the number of 
days in his life—to his great wonder at 
her erudition. At that time, and in 
Catholic circles, any who read books 
were looked on with distrust. Protes- 
tants alone read and possessed books. 
They alone worked on saint days. 

The book habit had come into this arch- 
Catholic family and an old aunt reacted 
against it. She could not deny that the 
teacher of the Protestant school was 
excellent professionally and an admir- 
able person, but “she closed her eyes 
when praying,” naturally in order not 
to see Satan, and her feet, so it was re- 
ported, were more or less like those of 
ducks, 

So the aunt threatened to cut off from 
bequests of property any in the family 
who read these books. Then she ordered 
penitential processions in protest against 
heresy and to call down punishment from 
on high upon heretics. These processions 
were composed of dependents, ex-slaves, 
neighbors, and sympathizers, chanting 
melancholy prayers and demanding pun- 
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ishment on the antichrists who brought 
perdition into the world. 

For a long time this new Protestant 
(Manuel) and his wife were totally iso- 
lated. When he fell sick and nearly died 
of a poisonous remedy which had been 
offered him, the old aunt rubbed her 
hands in satisfaction, crying out, “Pun- 
ishment is coming,” and recited a rosary 
for the extermination of all Protestants. 





They were praying for a son, this pair, 
who should be a minister of the Gospel 
to their fellow countrymen, but when 
the child was born it was a disappointing 
girl. Whereat the Christian father said: 
“God has not given us a son. He knows 
best why. We must raise this girl in a 
way so that she will be as much for the 
Gospel as_a son.” And so it proved. 
Mme. Melo-Chaves stands worthily beside 
the native pastors of whom she tells us 
—Nogueria preaching to the pioneers 
who are bringing West Brazil under cul- 
tivation; T. Lessa who served twenty-two 
parishes, riding on horseback over this 
circuit; J. M. Conceicao, a devoted man, 
in fact, “one of the most moving per- 
sonalities in world Protestantism,” who 
died of privation at fifty-one. Many of 
these Brazilian evangelists fell prey to 
tuberculosis because of the hardships of 
their ministry, as Noguiera on &n evan- 
gelistic journey, the Word on his lips, 
his fellow Christians weeping at the 
sight of their beloved leader passing 
from their arms. 

The daughter, now grown, was sent 
to a Presbyterian school for prepara- 
tion in evangelistic work. Schooling 
was not the privilege ‘of Brazilian girls 
in those days. The evangelical mission 
set a new standard by admitting them to 
their classrooms. In the Gammon In- 
stitute, her father, a poor man, educated 
eight children in a period of ten years. 
Marie cannot speak too highly of the 
spiritual and intellectual atmosphere of 
this and other Protestant schools, of the 
devotion and fatherly care there re- 
ceived, of the revolution they produced 
in a country so backward in its educa- 
tional life, 

The father’s great desire was to spread 
the Gospel in his neighborhood, among 
friends and neighbors and their chil- 
dren. Marie would, when trained, be a 
great help. His prayers were answered. 
When he closed his eyes in 1935 there 
was on his plantation an active church 
of more than two hundred members. 

School over, Marie came home to man- 
age a country store the family owned 
and to run a Christian school for chil- 
dren of the neighborhood. She never 
thought of preaching, but was unex- 
pectedly asked to talk to a group of 
thirty who came, also unexpectedly, to 
the store, asking for teaching. The Holy 
Spirit helped her in her first and unpre- 
pared sermon. Fear vanished, thoughts 
came together with the right words. At 
the close there were grateful embraces 
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and hard hand-shakings from the Gos- 
pel-hungry congregation with the assur- 
ance that they would be on hand next 
Sunday. . 

Thus. was she launched as preacher 
and teacher on an exceptionally useful 
career of which she tells us much. Her 
father bought a fine Bible from a Cath- 
olic press, which reading, all her other 
uncles, Virgilio, Francisco, Daniel, Mo- 
desto, and Paulo, with their families, 
were converted. The Melo family be- 
came one of the outstanding evangelical 
families in the State of Minas. Their 
conversion led to the establishment of 
many churches and living communities, 
as those at Douradoquera, Ague Limpo, 
Monte Carmelo, Abadia, and Perdizes. 

In the improvised school, Marie's sis- 
ters co-operated when not in school 
themselves, either by teaching or by 
substituting in the store. Boxes served 
as seats; the pupils ranged from six to 
thirty years of age. Most of them were 
sons of neighboring planters, clever, 
modest, diligent, but not knowing A from 
B. 

Mme. Melo-Chaves pays constant trib- 
ute to the American missionaries who 
built up the evangelical church in Brazil 
and the educational work which accom- 
panied it. Here is Robert Daffin who 
would go out into the fields where men 
were working and would take wheat in 
his hands and preach to them on the 
parable of the Sower, adding afterward 
useful comment on methods of farming 
which he himself had learned as a farm 
boy. And there was Alva Hardie who had 
charge cf thirteen churches, some with 
outstations in the.country. He led in 
the construction of church buildings in 
most of these places and brought hun- 
dreds of converts into them. 

“Pioneers of the Faith in Brazil” is 
a fine and encouraging document and 
its author a gifted women in many direc- 
tions. Its vivid verbal photography ex- 
plains much concerning the establish- 
ment of Protestantism and its remarkable 
later growth in this land, a land which 
promises in the future to be a mighty 
empire. For its area is practically that 
of the United States. 





This editorial reviews “Pionniers de la Foi,” 
by Marie de Melo-Chaves, adapted from the 
Portuguese by Emile G. Leonard. La Cause, 
publisher. No English translation. 
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True grace is progressive, of a spread- 
ing, growing nature. It is with grace 
as it is with light: first, there is the day- 
break; then it shines brighter to the full 
noon-day. The saints are not only com- 
pared to stars for their light, but to 
trees for their growth (Isa. 61:3; Hosea 
24:5). A good Christian is not like 
Hezekiah’s sun that went backwards, nor 
Joshua’s sun that stood still, but is al- 
ways advanting in holiness, and in- 
creasing with the increase of God.— 
Thomas Watson, 
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IX. Things a Christian Should Know 


We should know that we have eternal life 


NFORTUNATELY, so many of these 

important things that should be of 
common knowledge to all Christians are 
quite unknown to many who call them- 
selves Christian, and, because of this, their 
lives are but caricatures of what the 
Lord meant them to be and has made 
it possible for them to be. 

The great truth that is the subject of 
this article is that we should know that 
we have eternal life. In 1 John 5:13 we 
read, “These things have I written unto 
you, that ye may know that ye have 
eternal life” (A.S.V.). Some years pre- 
vious to the writing of this first Epistle, 
the great Apostle John had written his 
Gospel. In the twentieth chapter and 
the thirty-first verse he writes, “These 
are written, that ye may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and 
that believing ye may have life in his 
name.” The Gospel then was written 
to give us the evidence that Jesus is 
indeed the divine Son of God so that, 
as we come into that faith and assur- 
ance, we may have life in His name— 
that is, eternal life. Now some time 
later, John again writes, and presum- 
ably to the same people, namely, to those 
who have read his Gospel and through 
its reading have come to understand that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and, so 
believing in Him, have been saved. He 
wants them to know without any hesi- 
tation that they have already been made 
recipients of eternal life, and that there- 
fore their eternal destinies are set- 
tled, and that there can be no doubt 
about it, | 7 

If every one of us realized this as a 
great reality, what a tremendous differ- 
ence it would make in our thinking and 
in our daily living. It would relieve us 
at once from so many doubts and so 
much ,uncertainty and depression. That 
was the reason for John’s writing this 
wonderful little Epistle, which has been 
such a blessing to so many down 
through the centuries. A few verses be- 
fore the one just quoted, John puts 
into a few very simple words what I 
have often called “the acid test.” He 
says, “He that hath the Son hath the 
life; he that hath not the Son of God 
hath not the life.” If then I have the 
Son of God—if I have Him in my heart 
and life—then with Him I have every- 
thing that is necessary, both for life in 
this world and in the world to come. 
If I do not have Him, however, I have 
absolutely nothing, and all that stares 
me in the face is eternal doom and de- 
feat. 

I suppose the average reaction to these 
words is, “Yes, it would indeed be won- 
derful to be able to know these things, 
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but are there any proofs or reasons by 
which I can be sure?” Yes, there is, 
-and the Apostle John gives us some of 
them in this same little Letter. I am 
going to mention three of them at this 
time, and, as I do so, let me ask you to 
check up on yourselves and see if these 
various lines of evidence are true in 
your life and experience. 


In the third chapter and twenty-fourth 
verse we read, “And he that keepeth his 
commandments abideth in him, and he 
in him. And hereby we know that he 
abideth in us, by the Spirit which he 
gave us.” John is saying in these words 
that one of the proofs that should make 
clear these things of which we have 
been thinking is that, if we keep the 
commandments of Jesus Christ, we can 
know that He abideth in us. It is not 
natural for any of us to want to obey 
the Lord and to please Him in all things. 
In fact, to keep His commandments will 
often run exactly contrary to the things 
we would naturally like to do and would 
do if we had our own way. But, as He 
has taken up His residence in our hearts, 
He has given us new hearts and new 
desires to please Him, and with those 
desires has given us new power to en- 
able us to carry them out to the glory 
of His name. John’s argument is that 
the fact that we do keep His command- 
ments is a sure sign that we abide in 
Him and that He abides in us. Not only 
so, in addition to that, we have the wit- 
ness of the Holy Spirit in our hearts, 

.who testifies to us of the presence of 
the Lord and makes Him real to us. 


The second evidence of the fact that 
‘we have received eternal life is given 
to us in the fourteenth verse of the same 
chapter—the third chapter of the Epis- 
tle. In this verse John writes, “We 
know that we have passed out of death 
into life, because we love the brethren.” 
Here he is speaking of the witness of 
Christian fellowship. It is the bond of 
love and affection that binds together 
in a mysterious way all those who truly 
love the Lord and have been made His. 
It is the one tie that breaks over and 
breaks down the barriérs of race, lan- 
guage, background, and temperament, 
and fuses believers into membership in 
the one family of God. John says in 
this verse that if you are conscious of 
that strange pull that unites you to 
others who believe in the Lord, that is 
a clear sign that you have indeed passed 
out of death into life. I was often re- 
minded of this when I was traveling in 
Korea and Manchuria, for when I met 
Christians in some little isolated spot, 
far away from the beaten track, there 
was an immediate response in their 
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hearts and mine as we recognized in 
each other brethren in Christ, and re- 
joiced in a fellowship that had a warmth 
and a drawing power that had to be 
experienced to be discribed. 

A third line of evidence of the reality 
of having received eternal life is men- 
tioned by John in the fifth chapter and 
the twentieth verse of this same Epistle. 
He says, “We know that the Son of God 
is come, and hath given us an under- 
standing, that we know him that is true, 
and we are in him that is true, even in 
his Son Jesus Christ.” Here he speaks 
of our knowledge of the person and the 
mission of the Son of God, the Lord 
Jeus Christ. “We know that the Son 
of God is come,” John writes, “and hath 
given us an understanding, that we 
know him that is true.” Here again is 
the practical value of the Christian life. 
We know the facts of the coming into 
this world of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and, through that faith and knowledge, 
we have become possessed of an under- 
standing that is not a merely intellec- 
tual experience but a practical experi- 
ence of the person and the presence of 
the Lord in our daily lives. “This,” 
John goes on to say, “is... eternal 
life.” 

On the part of some people there is 
a tendency to say that, inasmuch as they 
have accepted as historic facts the events 
connected with the birth, death, and 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
therefore they are saved. It is quite 
possible to believe firmly in all those 
great events as historic facts, and yet 
have one’s inner life entirely untouched 
by them. That is to say, it is very easy 
to give intellectual assent to a creed or 
statement of belief, and yet entirely fail 
to have eternal life. It must be, not 
only an intellectual] assent, but a true 
belief in the heart that will manifest 
itself in the ways about which we have 
been thinking. These ways are: (1) a 
real desire to obey the Lord and to 
glorify Him day by day; (2) a real and 
instinctive love toward all those who 
are our brethren in Christ Jesus; and 
(3) an understanding in our hearts of 
the person and the mission of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, which makes us conscious 
of the fact that we know Him and are 
growing in the knowledge of Him and 
in the experience of His presence with us 
day by day. 

In closing let me ask you to examine 
your hearts quietly at this time and see 
whether or not you have these three 
evidences within you of the fact that 
you have already received eternal life 
and are enjoying the possession of it. 
If you have not as yet been conscious 
of these three things as realities, will you 
not definitely accept the Lord Jesus 


Christ here and now into your heart, 
and ask Him to grant to you, from today, 
the experience of these three spiritual 
verities that they may become an in- 


(Continued on page 1063) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 3. JANUARY 15. JESUS CALLS FOR REPENTANCE 
Luke 13:1-35; printed text, 1-9, 31-35 
Golden Text.—Extept ye repent, ye shall alf . . . perish —Luke 13:5 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Luke 13:1 There were present at that season some that 
told him of the Galilzans, whose blood Pilate had mingled 
with their sacrifices. 

2 And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that 
these Galileaans were sinners above all the Galilezans, be- 
cause they suffered such things? 

3 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all like- 
wise perish. 

4 Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, 
and slew them, think ye that they were sinners above all 
‘men that dwelt in Jerusalem? 

5 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent; ye shall all like- 
wise perish. ‘ 

6 He spake also this parable; A certain man had a fig tree 
planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought fruit thereon, 
and found none. 

7 Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, 
these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and 
find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground? 

8 And he answering said unto him, Lord, ‘let it alone this 


9 And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou 
shalt cut it down. 

31 The same day there came certain of the Pharisees, 
saying unto him, Get thee out, and depart hence: for Herod 
will kill thee. 

32 And he said unto them, Go ye, and tell that fox, Be- 
hold, I cast out devils, and I do cures to day and to morrow, 
and the third day I shall be perfected. 

33 Nevertheless I must walk to day, and to morrow, and 
the ‘day following: for it tannot be that a prophet perish 
out of Jerusalem. 

34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which killest the prophets, 
and stonest them that are sent unto thee; how often would 
I have gathered thy children together, as a hen doth gather 
her brood under her wings, and ye would not! 

35 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate: and verily 
I say unto you, Ye shall not see me, until the time come 
when ye shall say, Blessed ‘is he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
WO characters are mentioned in 
Te week’s lesson who were a little 
later to play important roles in the 
trial and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
These are Pontius Pilate and Herod 
Antipas. 

Pilate was procurator of Judea for 
about ten years. The death of Christ 
came almost midway in his term of 
office. He was a soldier much more 
than a politician, and had neither under- 
standing of nor sympathy for the Jews, 
with the result that he was thoroughly 
hated by those whom he was set to rule. 

Although it was the custom of the Ro- 
mans to respect the religious convic- 
tions of subject peoples, Pilate seemed 
to take delight in flouting the con- 
sciences of the Jews. One of his first 
acts was to march the Roman legions 
into Jerusalem by night with the images 
of the Emperor on top of their pennants. 
These were set up hard by the Temple 
to the horror of the Jews next morning. 
After four days he had to yield to the 
clamor of the ‘populace and take them 
down. The defeat did not increase his 
love for the Jews. Later he built an aque- 
duct to bring water from the pools of 
Solomon to the Temple, for which pur- 
pose he seized money from the Temple 
treasury. Riots ensued, in seeking to quell 
which, he had Roman soldiers mingle 
with the worshipers at the Passover dis- 
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guised as fellow worshipers. On that 
occasion a number of Galileans were 
killed. This may be the occasion re- 
ferred to in our lesson. It also may have 
been the occasion of the enmity between 
Pilate and Herod, for the Galileans were 
under the jurisdiction of Herod (Luke 
23: 6-12). 

Herod Antipas was one of the Asmo- 
nean line, all the members of which were 
known for their cruelty, their scheming, 
their inordinate ambition, and their low 
morals. This is the Herod who took his 
brother Philip’s wife and was rebuked 
for it by John the Baptist (Matt. 14:4). 
Later he beheaded John, having been 
trapped into it by the subtle scheming 
of his unlawful wife (Matt, 14:6-11). It 
is interesting to note that Jesus did not 
go near this Herod, but sent to him the 
message of stinging rebuke contained in 
our lesson (vs, 31-33), and later, when 
Pilate sent Him to Herod, He refused 
him the satisfaction of even a word. 
Of no other man did our Lord speak in 
the language of contempt. Abandoned 
to his sin, Jesus the Saviour left him 
to it. 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 13:1—“. . . at that season... 
the Galilaeans, whose blood Pilate had 
mingled.with their sacrifices.” For the 


relation of the phrase “at that season,” 
see 12:58, 59. Those who reported the 
death of the Galileans to Jesus thought 
it was an example of the judgment He 
was talking about. 


Verse 2—*“. . . Suppose ye that these 
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Galilaeans were sinners above all .. .?” 
Jesus challenges them on their inter- 
pretation of the event. Tragedy is no 
indication of special sinnerhood. The 
righteous and the wicked share the com- 
mon lot of suffering, though the effect 
on the two differs. 

Verse 3.—“. . . Nay: but, except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” 
Jesus had just been exposing the spir- 
itual blindness’ and hypocrisy of His 
hearers (12:54-56), and now indicates 
that their end will be destruction unless 
they repent. The “perishing” referred 
to has nothing to do with the special 
circumstances of one’s death, but with 
what comes after. 

Verse 4.—“Or those eighteen, upon 
whom the tower of Siloam fell . . . sin- 
ners above all ...?” Jesus recalls a 
recent tragedy in Jerusalem, a hint that 
the inhabitants of the holy city were no 
more exempt from tragedy than the de- 
spised Galileans. 

Verse 5.—“... Nay...” The principle 
is repeated. These strange providences 
do not indicate special sinfulness, but 
they give warning to all, 

Verse 6.—“... A certain man had a fig 
tree... he came and sought fruit... 
found none.” A fig tree in a vineyard 
was not uncommon. A man has a right 
to grow what he will in his own ground. 

Verse 7.—“. . . these three years... 
find none: cut it down; why cumbereth 
it the ground?” Three years represent 
the long-suffering of God. The justice 
of the denunciation is clear. A fruitless 
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tree is only drawing resources from the 
ground that might go into a fruit-bear- 
ing one. 

Verse 8.—“. . . this year also, till I 
shall dig about it, and dung it.” An 
extension is granted, while the vine- 
dresser, the Mediator, does His work of 
redemption. 

Verse 9.—“. . . after that thou shalt 
cut it down.” But the justice of the 
sentence is recognized. This verse is 
but a picturesque repetition of verses 
3 and 5. 

Verse 31—“The same day .. . the 
Pharisees ... Get thee out .. . for Herod 
will kill thee.” A time notice is here, 
as in verse 1. The’ Pharisees were not 
solicitous about Jesus’ safety, but sought 
to put Him in fear so that they might 
have something against Him. For com- 
parison, see Nehemiah 6: 10-13, 

Verse 32.—“. . . tell that for... to 
day and to morrow, and the third day 
I shall be perfected.” The word trans- 
lated “fox” is the feminine form—she- 
fox, or vixen. Here is the defiance of 
One who knows Himself immortal until 
His task is done. 

Verse 33.—“. . . I must walk . , . for 
it cannot be that a prophet perish out 
of Jerusalem.” Because He is inviolable 
Jesus walks His invincible way with 
perfect poise. ‘The perfection, or? com- 
pletion, referred to in verse 32 is hinted 
at here. See John 19:30, where “fin- 
ished” is another form of the same word. 

Verse 34.—“‘O Jerusalem . .. how often 
would I... and ye would not!” The 
pathos of this verse is overwhelming, 
with its sorrow and tenderness. The re- 
pentance called for in verses 3, 5, and 9 
is not forthcoming. 

Verse 35.—“Behold, your house is left 
unto you desolate . .. Blessed is he that 
cometh in the name of the Lord.” No 


longer “my Father’s house” (John 2:16), 


” 


but “your house,” referring to the Tem- 
ple. “Desolate” is not in the best manu- 
scripts, but the meaning is there. But 
Jesus ends on a note of hope, pointing 
right on to His coming again. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


In highly parabolic language the Lord 
has just warned His hearers of the cer- 
tainty of judgment unless by repentance 
they made things right with God (12: 
58, 59). Some of His audience offered 
an illustration of this principle of judg- 
ment in the form of a bit of local and 
contemporary news. Pilate had just 
struck another blow at the Jews, not 
only killing some of them, but doing so 
in such circumstances as-made it an act 
of desecration. Apparently their thought 
was that such a tragedy overtaking these 
Galileans marked them out as the objects 
of God’s judgments; in other words, they 
were paying the very last mite (12:59). 
Jesus took up their thought, unex- 
pressed though it had been, and contra- 
dicted it, but at the same time used the 
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Last Week's Lesson 


2. January 8.—Jesus Teaches Confi- 
dence in God 


Next Week’s Lesson 


4. January 22.—Parables on Disciple- 
GE: tpitoncesadc Betevgasensasandey Luke 14 








incident as a call to repentance. He in 
turn cited another tragedy which had 
recently taken place in Jerusalem, this 
time to inhabitants of Jerusalem itself. 
Again He indicated that the tragic death 
of those eighteen by the fall of the 
tower of Siloam upon them was ‘no in- 
dication of special judgment, but like all 
other such acts of God constituted a 
call to all men to repent. When our 
Lord said, “Ye shall all likewise per- 
ish,” He was not suggesting, of course, 
that unless all men repented they would 
all have tragic death. The perishing:- was 
not physical, but spiritual and eternal. 
Whenever men pass from this scene, by 
whatever means, it is a reminder that 
“it is appointed unto men once to die, 
but after this the judgment” (Heb. 9:27). 

Our Lord emphasized His call to re- 
pentance with the parable of the Fruit- 
less Fig Tree. Here we have two truths 
concerning God presented: first His long- 
suffering, then, also, the justice of His 
judgments. His longsuffering is seen in 
the three years of waiting, followed by a 
still further delay in carrying out the 
sentence. Beside this stands the cer- 
tainty and the rightness of judgment 
against those who refuse to repent, but 
turn His longsuffering into an excuse 
to continue-in sin. No doubt we have 
here a picture of Israel who did not give 
to God the fruit of righteousness for 
which He sought, not even after the 
Mediator had brought the fertilizing 
power of His redemptive work to bear 
upon them. The cutting down surely 
came in the tragic year A.D. 70, when 
Jerusalem fell before the Roman legions. 

The second portion of the lesson leads 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT position did Pilate hold? 
2. What relation did Pilate have 
to Christ? 
3. What position did Herod hold? 
4. Under what circumstances did Jesus 
and Herod meet? 
5. How did Pilate infringe on the rights 
of Herod? 
6. How did the Jews interpret dis- 
aster? 
7. What does the parable of the Barren 
Fig Tree tell us about God? 
8. What does the parable of the Barren 
Fig Tree tell us about Israel? 
* 9. What is peculiar about the word 
“fox” as applied to Herod? 
10. To what two events does our Lord 
refer in His lament over Jerusalem? 


( Answers on page 1059) 
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up to the same point. The Pharisees, 
not in any care for the welfare of Jesus, 
but in an attempt to stop His work 
through fear, told Him of Herod’s mur- 
derous attitude toward Him. Our Lord’s 
answer was remarkable for its note of 
utter scorn, as He dubbed Herod that 
“vixen,” and also for its amazing poise 
and assurance as He declared His in- 
violability until the day of His perfect- 
ing, by which He means the day of His 
death in Jerusalem. 

This mention of Jerusalem as the place 
where He must die broke up the foun- 
tains of the great deep in His soul as 
He uttered His pathetic lamentation over 
the city whose salvation He so earnestly 
craved, but which because of its refusal 
to repent was even now given up to its 
sin and its desolation. Yet desolation 
was not the end. While bemoaning the 
judgment awaiting the now unholy city, 
He looked forward to that day when it 
would become the Holy City by receiv- 
ing Him at His return with the shout, 
“Blessed is he that cometh in the name 
of the Lord” (v. 35). 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The atrocities of Pilate, and a call to 
repentance (Luke 13:1-9) 

2. The threat of Herod, and a declaration 
of destiny (vs. 31-35) 


Topics for Development 


On Interpreting the News. It is good 
to discern the signs of the times, but 
some are wise in their own conceits and 
put interpretations upon passing events 
which are completely unjustified. Today, 
as in the time of Christ, there are always 
some ready to interpret any tragic event 
as a judgment of God. This might be 
considered if tragedy came only to the 
unrighteous. We have to face the fact 
that disasters embrace the godliest men 
and women as well as the most repro- 
bate. When the Titanic went down 
many declared it a direct judgment from 
God upon the pride of its builders and 
the abandoned worldliness of the pas- 
sengers, but we remember that not only 
did the drinking, dancing crowd find :a 
watery grave, but one of Scotland’s god- 
liest ministers, John Harper, went down 
with them. Certainly that disaster was 
a call to all to repent and turn to God 
into whose presence these men and 
women were so suddenly thrust, but 
we must be slow in calling that an act 
of judgment which comes upon righteous 
and wicked alike. 

The Emotions of Jesus. The second 
section of our lesson portion is highly 
dramatic and reveals deep and 
strangely mingled emotions. First, we 
have the emotion of scorn to the point 
of contempt, such as we rarely find in our 
Lord. Where is there anything to paral- 
lel the description of Herod as “that 
vixen, that she-fox”? The cunning, the 
cruelty, and utter profligacy had com- 
pletely dehumanized him. 

Next we have the emotion of perfect 
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assurance which gave Him complete 
poise in the midst of conflict and con- 
fusion. He has His mission from God, 
and He will carry it through to perfec- 
tion, concious that He is utterly invio- 
lable in the accomplishment of that mis- 
sion. The ragings of Herod, therefore, 
are completely impotent. 

We also have the emotion of a deep 
sorrow’as He laments the judgment upon 
Jerusalem which refused His call of 
mercy. ° 

Finally, there is the emotion of a sure 
hope. He rejoices in the certainty that 
one day the city which so soon would 
echo the raucous cry, “Away with him, 
crucify him,” would ring with the joy- 
ful shout, “Blessed is he that cometh in 
the name of the Lord.” . 
Practical Applications 

Read your newspapers in the light of 
eternity, but do not be hasty in your 
judgments (vs. 1, 2). God may send 
warning judgments upon men according 
to His mercy today, but the judgment 
upon sin awaits that great day (vs. 3, 5). 

God is slow in visiting judgment; let 
us be likewise (vs. 6-9). 

There is something of the beast in us 
all, but there is regeneration for all who 
come to Christ, with transformation into 
the likeness of Christ (v. 32). 

Disaster may loom on the horizon, but 
there is glory beyond the horizon. 
Golden Text : 

Luke 13:5.—“Except ye repent, ye 
shall all... perish.” Repentance is turn- 
ing from sin to God, which means turning 
from the way of destruction to the way 
of life. There is no salvation without 
repentance. 

EvMuurst, ILL, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesteD HyMNS 


“Praise Him! Praise Him! Jesus, 

Our Blessed Redeemer” : 

“Jesus Is Tenderly Calling Thee Home” 

“Come to the Saviour, Make No Delay” 
. A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
‘holy Heavenly Father, whose love is 
constant toward us, @ven though Thy 
hatred burns against our sin, we thank 
Thee for Thy patience and pray that 
Thy hatred of evil shall dwell in us till 
we cease from all that is offensive to 
Thee. Forgive the sins we have com- 
mitted, cleanse our hearts, and renew 
Thine image in us all. Bless to us this 
lesson and to all others who study it 
that it may turn many to repent and so 
produce joy in Heaven. Give wise 
leaders to the nations, men who fear 
Thee and are free from self-seeking. Let 
Thy mercies come to all troubled and 
distressed folk, and for ourselves we 
seek Thy loving provision for our every 
need as we go forth into a new week, 
Make us of those who seek first Thy 
Kingdom and in whose lives Thou art 
glorified. Grant. what we ask through 
Thy Son, our Saviour. Amen, 
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After the Lesson.—Just before the 
things told in our lesson, our Lord had 
given His hearers serious warnings of 
the need of being ready for testing things 
ahead. Some who heard Him pointed to 
examples of sudden death overtaking 
certain people and the Lord said, Don’t 
think that showed them to be-more sin- 
ful than others. Unless you repent you, 
too, will perish. Here is something for 
us. As often as we learn of dreadful 





SALVATION REQUIRES 
TURNING FROM SIN (Repenting) 
TO CHRIST (Believing) 


accidents and calamities bringing grave 
harm or sudden death to people, we 
should ask ourselves if such things had 
overtaken us, would we have been found 
right with God and ready to give ac- 
count to Him? Only by repenting can 
we get right with God. “Except ye 
repent, ye shall all . . . perish.” 

Never forget that accepting Christ as 
Saviour takes in repertance. And re- 
member that repentance is not just be- 











AN ABANDONED HOUSE! 





“Your house is Left 





Twelve of Mr. Russell’s lesson cartoons will appear on a wall calendar for 1956. 
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ing sorry about your sins for the trouble 
or punishment they have brought you, Re- 
pentance is being concerned enough about 
the wrong of sin to turn from sin. A little 
girl who had been punished for some 
wrongdoing prayed that night, “Please, 
God, make me good, not real good, but 
just good enough so I won’t have to be 
whipped!” She was only sorry about 
the whipping, not for the wrong she had 
done. She was not really repentant, for 
when we repent we no longer wish to 
hold on to our sin, but to be free from 
it. If you are like that girl, anxious to 
escape sin’s punishment, yet still in love 
with your sins, then our Golden Text is 
especially for you: “Except ye repent, 


ye shall . . . perish.” 
CaLcary, ALTA., CAN. 
we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 









desolate,” €x.13:39) 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


\“. . . Galilaeans, whose blood Pilate 
had mingled with their sacrifices” (Luke 
13:1). Murders were committed when 
our Lord was upon earth, as they are 
now. But deep in the mind of Jews was 
the thought that calamities only befell 
those who deserved them because of 
their crimes. 

There were cases where judgment fell 
on persons because of their wickedness 
(Gen. 42:21; Judges 1:7), but on the 
other hand the Jews had the Book of 
Job to prove to them that such was not 
always the case. 

The men who came to tell the Lord 
Jesus of Pilate’s horrible deed of slaying 
some Galileans while they were in the 
act of offering animal sacrifices on the 
altar at Jerusalem may have been eye- 
witnesses of the tragedy. Josephus, the 
Jewish historian, informs us that such 
outbreaks were not uncommon during 
the observance of the Jewish feasts. 

He says at one Passover, “during the 
sacrifices,” 3,000 Jews had been massa- 
cred “like victims” and “the Temple 
Courts were filled with dead bodies.” 
And at another Passover, no less than 
20,000 were slain. Early in his admin- 
istration, Pilate had sent disguised sol- 
diers with daggers among the crowd. 

The Jews who were speaking to the 
Lord were, no doubt, Judeans who de- 
spised Galileans, and wished to have 
their thoughts confirmed by the Lord 
that these Galileans deserved the mur- 
derous treatment tendered them by 
Pilate, 

What a shock must have been theirs 
when they heard the Lord say those 
victims were no worse than themselves! 
How they must have been cut to the 
quick when He said, “Except ye repent, 
ye shall all likewise perish”! 

They heard the same words regarding 
the victims of the falling tower at 
Siloam. No one can escape perdition 
apart from “repentance toward God, and 
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

“The awful words which the great 
dramatist [Shakespeare, in “Macbeth”] 
puts into the mouth of the queenly mur- 
deress are heavy with the weight of 
most solemn truth,” says Maclaren. 
“After all vain attempts to cleanse away 
the stains we, like her, have to say, 
‘Here’s the smell of the blood still.’ 
‘Will these hands ne’er be clean?’ No, 
never! unless there be something might- 
ier, more inward in its power, than the 
water with which we can wash them.” 
Thank God that the “something might- 
ier” is the precious blood of Christ which 
cleanseth from all sin! 


“ . , cut it down; why cumbereth 
it the ground?” (Luke 13:7.) The inter- 
pretation of the parable regarding the 
unfruitful fig tree which was in the 
vineyard, pertains to Israel, although an 
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application can be made to all spiritually 
unfruitful persons. 

Israel was the fig tree in the vineyard 
of God. For three years the Lord Jesus 
had been marvelously working in their 
midst. There was no real response to 
His words and works. He threatened to 
cut it down, for the tree was only using 
valuable space that might be more profit- 
ably used in some other way. 

A plea for a time of digging and fer- 
tilizing is presented and granted. De- 
spite the Lord’s continued gracious min- 
istry in their midst, they repented not, 
they believed not, and remained unfruit- 
ful. In due time judgment fell upon 
them. 

As a preacher was out walking one 
day, he saw a farmer cutting down a 
tree. He asked the reason, and was told 
it Was an apple tree which in spite of 
all the care lavished on it, would not 
bear fruit. It was to be replaced by an- 
other. 

The preacher said it reminded him of 
this parable of the Barren Fig Tree— 
which he related to the farmer. He 
asked the farmer whether or not he was 
bearing fruit Godward. He answered he 
had a family to support, was a non- 
drinker, and wanted nothing that could 
be had by cheating his neighbors. But 
when Sunday came, he felt the need of 
rest, and couldn’t get out to services. 

The preacher reminded him that it 
was a splendid thing to live soberly and 
righteously—but that the Lord also re- 
quested him to live godly—and such 
could not be done apart from placing 
personal faith in the Saviour, and being 
made a partaker of the divine nature. 

The preacher reminded the farmer 
that he was living in a prosperous coun- 
try, a land of Bibles and religious free- 
dom—a land where public opinion was 
not necessarily against one’s making con- 
fession of personal faith in Christ. 

He proceeded to warn the farmer. As 
long as he had lived all these years 
under most favorable circumstances, 
without bearing fruit toward God; and 
apparently had no intention of doing 
otherwise, perhaps the Heavenly Hus- 
bandman was saying, “Cut him down, he 
is only cumbering the ground.” Maybe 
he would be cut down like his barren 
apple tree. 

The farmer became deadly serious, and 
wiping away an involuntary tear ac- 
knowledged himself to be the barren fig 
tree. He cried: ,“I have neglected the 
Lord Jesus Christ and His salvation; I 
have been ungrateful; I have abused His 
patience. Instead of yielding Him fruit, 
I have been laying up treasure on earth. 
Oh, what a wonder that He has not long 
since cut me down!” 

Then and there the farmer was con- 
verted. through faith in the Son of God 
and soon began bearing fruit toward 


.God, in the energy of the Spirit. 


“Get thee out ... for Herod will kill 
thee” (Luke 13:31). Although the Phar- 
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isees brought this warning to the Lord, 
it evidently came from Herod himself. 
Herod hid his hatred of the Lord with 
the cunning of a| fox; but the Lord could 
read him as an open book. The Lord 
was going to carry on despite the un- 
belief of rulers and people, “to day and 
to morrow, and the third day ... be 
perfected.” This has been called “an 
enigmatic reference to resurrection.” 


In spite of Jerusalem’s murderous at- 
titude toward prophets and Himself, He 
would have gathered her children to- 
gether, but she would not! 


Wawona, CALIF. 
ve 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, in our lesson today our 

Lord uses a fox in His defiance of 
King Herod, who had threatened to kill 
Him. “Go ye, and tell that fox, Behold 
I cast out devils...” Little did Herod 
realize that Jesus could call down fire 
from heaven and toast him to a crisp, or 
seven legions of angels to cast him and 
his army into the sea. But Jesus con- 
tented Himself with simply calling 
Herod a fox. A fox is sly and crafty, ill- 
smelling. To say that one is “foxy” is 
quite the opposite of complimentary, to 
say the least. The fox is a beast of prey, 
sneaks about at night and raids the 
chicken coop, a great nuisance to farmers 
who raise chickens. The only good fox 
is a dead fox, when its pelt can be used 
for clothing. 

Now it is interesting to note that also 
in our lesson appears a chicken—a hen 
with little chicks—and Jesus used the 
hen in a very different way. Indeed, He 
likened Himself to a hen, btooding her 
chickens. “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem... 
how often would I have gathered thy 
children together, as‘a hen doth gather 
her brood under her wings, and ye would 
not!” Have you ever seen the intense 
concern of a mother hen, as with a 
throaty sound she calls her scattered 
chicks when she sees an approaching 
storm cloud, or a hawk sailing by? And 
the little chicks seem to understand per- 
fectly, scampering to find refuge under 
the mother’s sheltering wings. Riley ap- 
preciates it in his “Knee-Deep in June” 
as he writes: 

Mebbe a hawk away up there— 

’Perently froze in the air: 

See that old hen squawk an’ squat 

Over every chick she’s got; suddent like? 

She knows where that hawk is well’s 

ou— 

You jest bet yer life she do! 

Eyes a glitterin’ like glass, 

Jest a waitin’ til he makes a pass, 

Little chicks are wiser than the people 
of Jerusalem in Jesus’ day—indeed, 
wiser than miliions of lost people in the 
world today. And the Lord Jesus Christ 
longs to save them and to shelter them 
from the raids of the “prince of the 
power of the air”’—but they will not. It 
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seems so difficult to get them to under- 
stand what Christ can do for them, and 
wants to do. I am reminded of the robin 
that built her nest right near the back 
door—almost within arm’s reach; and 
whenever we went out that way, fright- 
ened, she would fly off the nest and in- 
to a nearby tree. How I wished that I 
could tell that mother robin I would not 
harm her or her young ones; how I 
would do anything in my power to nour- 
ish her brood or to protect her and them 
from any of her foes! But she continued 
to fly away and there was no way that 
I could make her understand my feelings 
for her and her little family. Why,. I 
loved them. But she didn’t seem to sense 
it. 

Jesus said: “Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends. Ye are my friends, if 
ye do. whatsoever I command you” (John 
15:13, 14). 

Fellows, He wants to be your friend 
and Saviour. Have you sensed it? Some 
young people have the mistaken idea that 
to follow Jesus means to take all the joy 
out of life. How far from the truth that 
is!) If they would just give Jesus the 
right of way in their lives they would 
discover satisfactions that would make 
small: indeed the best that the world is 
offering them. The mother robin never 
found out what I could do, and wanted 
to do, for her and her little ones; but it 
was not in God’s plan for me to raise 
robins. It is in His plan to save you and 
make you gloriously happy, but you will 
have to trust Him. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C, 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HO would like to put up the first 
thirteen emblems on our chart for 
Luke’s Gospel? Whilé Mary is doing 
that, let’s take turns saying Matthew 17: 
22, 23, without looking. Now let’s see 
if Mary has the emblems in their right 
places. (1) Angel and Zacharias, (2) 
Manger, (3) The Boy Jesus in the Tem- 
ple, (4) Satan Tempting Christ, (5) 
Christ Healing a Leper, (6) Jesus Heal- 
ing a Man Brought in Bed, (7) Jesus 
Saying to Matthew, “Follow Me.” (8) 
Christ Raising the Widow’s Son, (9) The 
Sower, (10) The Transfiguration, (11) 
The Good Samaritan, (12) Children 
Praying, (13) The Barn of the Rich Fool. 
Let us have the second question and 
answer on “The Resurrection” card. 
Question, “Did Christ rise from the dead 
as He said?” Answer, “The Lord is risen 
indeed” (Luke 24:34). Let us say it 


together three times, each time empha- 
sizing a different part of our text. (1) 
“The Lord is risen indeed” (2) 
Lord is risen indeed.” 
risen indeed.” 
few words! 


“The 
(3) “The Lord is 
What a lot is in these 
And because our Lord did 
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rise from the dead, He is able to trans- 
form lives. ‘ 

Here is an example of this. The War 
Department of our country received a 
check for fifty dollars from an ex-soldier 
with the following letter. “While in the 
service I stole equipment and clothing to 
the amount (as near as I can remember) 
of about fifty dollars. Since that time 
God has wonderfully saved me and I am 
going back over my tracks to make right 
every wrong that I possibly can. En- 
closed find check for above amount.” 
What brought that GI to repentance? 
(Getting to know the Lord.) Right. 

In order to be saved, a person must 
repent of his sins. Here is an easy-to- 
remember definition of repentance: “A 
sense of sin, sorrow for sin, then sever- 
ance from sin.” It is easy to remember 
because “sin,” “sense,” “sorrow,” and 
“severance” al] start with s. Severance 
from sin means turning away from it. 

In today’s lesson we find the Lord 
Jesus speaking strong words about re- 
pentance. Let us read Luke 13:1-5. 
What words occurred twice? “Except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” 
And, sadly enough, many who heard the 
words of the Lord Jesus that day failed 
to repent, and therefore perished. 

Luke 13:6-9 gives a parable. One def- 
inition of a parable is, “An earthly story 
with a heavenly meaning.” I believe 
the primary application of this passage 
is to the nation of Israel. The fig tree is 
often used to picture the Lord's earthly 
people. God had done much for Israel, 
and now He had sent His only begotten 
Son to them, yet they were rejecting 
Him! God gave them a little more time 
for repentance, but the nation did not 
repent. They crucified their Messiah; 
after that they stoned His servant, 
Stephen. Not many years later, God al- 
lowed Jerusalem and the Temple there 
to be destroyed. At the same time more 
than a million unbelieving Jews were 
put to death by the Romans. 

I believe this parable has also a mean- 
ing for us. God has given us His holy 
Word to read. He has given us teachers 
to explain it to us. Some of us have 
Christian parents. What are we doing 
about these blessings? Are we bearing 
any fruit for the Lord? If not, we need 
to repent. If we haven’t yet been saved, 
we need to repent of our sins, and to 
accept the Saviour. If we have been 
saved, but are not bearing fruit, what 
we need is to confess this to the Lord 
with true repentance. Then He will for- 
give us and restore our souls. 

Now let us read the story in verses 10- 
17. One time I saw a woman on the 
street in Bellingham who was bent 
nearly double. She looked most uncom- 
fortable, and she could not look up at 
the blue sky and the fleecy clouds. It 
was almost impossible for her to look in 
a store window! What an affliction! The 
woman in the synagogue that day must 
have been like that. But Jesus called 
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her to Himself. He spoke the word of 
healing, and laid His blessed hands upon 
her. Immediately she was made straight, 
and glorified God. What a thrilling sight 
that must have been! But were the Jew- 
ish leaders in the synagogue delighted? 
(No. They were angry because she had 
been healed on the Sabbath Day. What 
hard hearts they must have had! How 
much they needed to repent! 

We haven't time to read this whole 
chapter today, so must go down to verse 
31, and read from there to the end of 
the chapter. What a combination of love 
and sorrow we see in verses 34 and 35! 
The Lord Jesus knew all about their 
wickedness. He knew every prophet who 
had been killed in Jerusalem, yet He 
still longed to gather these people to 
Himself to forgive them and to trans- 
form them. How sadly verse 34 ends— 
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By Wade C. Smith 
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“and ye would not.” The punishment 
for their rejection of Christ is found in 
verse 35. Their house would be left des- 
olate. And so it was—any house is des- 
olate where Christ is unwelcome. 


Because the Jewish nation rejected 
their Messiah, God is not dealing with 
them directly until the time comes when 
they will bitterly repent of this and re- 
ceive Him as their King. In this age of 
grace in which we live, the Jewish nation 
may be said to be on a sidetrack while 
God deals directly with His Church. 
His Church is composed of all the Jews 
and Gentiles who have accepted the 
Saviour since the day of Pentecost. You 
remember that on that day three thou- 
sand repented and were saved. Since 
that day, millions more have repented of 
their sins, and turned to Christ for sal- 
vation. Is: each one here among that 
number? Remember, repentance is a 
sense of sin, sorrow for sin and severance 
from sin. Those of us who are saved 
need to pray that we may repent more 
deeply of those sins which are hindering 
us in our Christian lives. One measure 
of a Christian’s growth is the strength of 
his hatred of. sin as well as the strength 
of his love for the One who saved him 
from hell, 

Our lesson for next Sunday is called 
“Marks of a True Christian.” I would 
like each of you girls to write a para- 
graph this week on what you think are 
the marks of a true Christian, and then 
bring it to class. 





During this quarter we are using the Scrip- 
ture Catechism Card, “The Resurrection,” for 
memory work. These cards may be ordered 
from Miss V. D. Gunderson, Box 717, Fern- 
dale, Wash., 20 cents a dozen, postpaid. 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
b4 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School: Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
When Revival Came.—Except ye re- 

pent, ye shall all likewise perish (Luke 
13:5, Golden Text). F. B. Meyer told 
of a revival meeting that was dragging 
along without signs of success until one 
evening an elder arose and saidy “Pas- 
tor, I don’t believe there is going to be 
a revival as long as Brother Jones and 
I don’t speak to each other.” He went 
to Jones and said: “Brother Jones, we 
have not spoken for five years, let’s 
bury the hatchet. Here’s my hand.” A 
sob broke from the audience. Soon an- 
other elder rose and said: “Pastor, I’ve 
been saying mean things about you be- 
hind your back and nice things to your 
face. I want you to forgive me.” Many 


arose and confessed their wrongs and 
God began to visit them. A revival 
swept over the community for three 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


years.—From F. B. Meyer. Sent by 
Nena T. Dickerson, Chillicothe, Ill. 


Pardon Must Come First.—Except ye 
repent (Luke 13:5, Golden Text). Aman 
had made a wonderful discovery. But, 
in his youth, he had deserted the army. 
The fact was known to the king before 
whom he stood, who said, “Before we 
can talk, there is a matter which must 
be put right,” and handed him a royal 
pardon. We cannot stand before the 
King of kings until we receive pardon. 
—From the S. S. Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. 
B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. Prize 
illustration, 


Her Quiet Testimony.—And Jesus an- 
swering said unto them, Suppose ye that 
these Galileans were sinners above all 
the Galilwans, because they suffered such 
things? (Luke 13:2.) A quiet Christian 
lady, working as a cleaner in a large 
city restaurant, had a real testimony for 
the Lord, because she did her work so 
well, and so quietly. People noting her 
refinement, wondered at her not having 
nicer work. Someone voiced this to her 
one day, and she replied, “Anything you 
see about me is all of the Lord. I 
have very little education, and I’m glad 
for the work I’m doing. As well as 
providing me with a living, I get real 
opportunities to serve the Lord. Some- 
times I see people come in here the 
worse for drink, and I see things that 
make me realize what God has saved 
me from, because I used to drink, too. 
But I don’t judge these people harshly, 
I pray for them! and realize I might be 
like them, but for the saving grace of 
God, and that keeps me humble and 
praising Him.’—As told by a city mis- 
sionary. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, To- 
ronto, Can. 


Everything Pleasant—and Downhill.— 
A certain man had a fig tree ... and 
he came and sought fruit thereon, and 
found none (Luke 13:6). Today there 
needs to be a direct, positive, and un- 
varnished presentation of the subjects 
of justice and judgment. A newspaper- 
man wrote to a preacher and asked, 
“What is preaching doing for us today? 
God is love, no hell, nobody lost, and it 
is downhill to Heaven, hallelujah! We'll 
all go to the movies.” It is easy to see 
a spicy bit of sarcasm in this comment, 
and I do not believe the case is over- 
stated.—From Dr. R. S. Beal, in “Christ 
for the World Messenger.” Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


Brush Pile or Tree?—Cut it down; 
why cumbereth it the ground? (Luke 
13:7.) An American educator, wise as 
well as learned, once asked the ques- 
tion, “Is your life a brush fire or a tree?” 
The contrast is apparent. The brush pile 
is a heap of cut and broken branches, 
From a distance it may look like a tree, 
but its branches have no communion 
with the living stem. They are in the 
process of disintegration and decay; 
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while the tree is alive, its branches 
vitally related one to another. They 
feed upon soil and sun, and bring forth 
flower and fruit.—From Quote. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 

God’s Mercy.—Lord, let it alone this 
year also (Luke 13:8). Near the home 
of my boyhood are a number of massive 
rocks, one of which was called the Warn- 
ing Rock. It derived its name from the 
admonitory inscription carved upon it. 
The lines read: 

Infidel! who, with thy finite wisdom, 

Wouldst grasp things infinite, and dost 

become 
A scoffer at God's holiest mysteries, 


Behold this Rock! then tremble and 
rejoice. 

Tremble, for He who formed this mighty 
mass 

Could, in His justice, crush thee where 
thou art; 


Rejoice! that still His mercy spares thee! 
Therein lies the Christian evangel. God’s 
mercy is truly marvelous. A man may 
well ask himself, Why has God borne 
go long with me? Why has no bolt from 
the blue destroyed a life so worthless? 
And the very impossibility of answering 
that question will quicken his lagged 
footsteps as he wends his way to the 
Cross.—From Dr. F. W. Boreham. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport,‘Eng. 


Not Really Learned.—If it bear fruit, 
well (Luke 13:9). In a certain Sunday 
school the .superintendent of the Junior 
Department was surprised to find that 
the offering which was placed outside 
the door of the department room had not 
been reaching the treasurer. A little 
checking revealed that one member of 
the department had been slipping out 
of the door and pocketing the offerings. 
The same boy just a few months before 
had won the award for learning the 
greatest number of Bible verses, includ- 
ing the Ten Commandments. When con- 
fronted with his wrongdoing, he saw no 
relationship between taking the offerings 
and the Commandments he had memo- 
rized. He had not really learned them. 
—From Moody Monthly. Sent by Elisa- 
beth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
When We Do Wrong (Luke 13:6-9) 
HAT picture did you make of a 
; sermon in Luke 13? Can you tell 
about the sermon? (Bring out the teach- 
ing point with an application: Is the 
mustard seed of the Kingdom of God 
growing in you, so that it is the biggest 
thing in your life? Have you entered 
that narrow gate of the Christian road 
that leads to Heaven? Will Christ turn 
you away from His door, though you 
say to Him, “But I went to Sunday 
school and read Your Book,” because you 
don’t really believe Him? Do you act 
like a Christian should?) 
In this chapter are four names of 
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Lesson for January 15 


people and places (write on the black- 
board): Galileans—men from Galilee, 
Pilate, Herod. Jerusalem. Folks who did 
not draw pictures, stand up! When you 
cannot do what is asked, sit down and 
ask one of those seated to take your 


place. Which were rulers? Which is a 
capital city? Locate on the map where 
each was. 


Terrible things happen (mention some 
recent catastrophe)! We wonder why. 
Did God let it happen to punish those 
particular people because they had been 
bad? Murder in the Temple! Crashing 
tower kills eighteen! There would have 
been big headlines if there were news- 
papers in Christ's time! Terrible things! 
Yes, but Christ used them for a warning 
sermon: “If you don’t change your ways, 
you'll perish, too’ Be killed? Be pinned 
under falling timbers? Be sent to hell! 
What did He mean? He left it just that 
awful. But He went on to show that 
God gives time and is very patient. 

It is a simple little story of a fig tree 
in the best place on the farm with no 
figs. (Read the story.) Do you blame 
the owner? If it wasn’t for the man who 
did the work on the farm, the no-good 
fig tree would be a “goner” sure! But he 
promised to loosen up the ground around 
the roots and put in more fertilizer. 
What do you suppose happened next 
time? 

You are the fig tree the Lord is look- 
ing at today! (Draw a large tree on the 
blackboard and write the fruit on it.) 
What fruit is He looking for? Three 
years or more you have been coming to 
Sunday school, but what results are 
there? Taking Jesus for your Saviour? 
Reading your Bible? Living for the 
Lord? Behaving yourself when Teacher 
is not watching? Obedience? Can you 
imagine the Lord shaking His head in 
disappointment? “I'll have his father 
correct him. I'll let him go to Sunday 
school another year. Then if he doesn’t 
show signs of doing better, I'll have a 
car run over him!” I don’t know about 
the car, but I am sure He is expecting 
something better of you than He is 
getting now. 

The Lord is not only a severe judge, 
but He is a kind Father if you are really 
trying to do better. “Thou, Lord, art 
good, and ready to forgive; and plente- 
ous in mercy unto all them that call 
upon thee” (Psa. 86:5, Memory Verse). 
So let’s ask His forgiveness, and then 
get His help to begin to grow the good 
things we: know He expects. A year 
from now, what difference will there be? 

You might cut a double fig tree from 
a folded sheet of paper. Inside it write 
what fruit you should be growing by a 
year from now. Paste the tree together 
around the edges. On one side of the 
outside write the Memory Verse. On 


the other side write the Lord’s warning: 
“Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish” (Luke 13:5); and John the Bap- 
tist’s: 


“The axe is laid unto the root of 


* more. 
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the trees: every tree therefore which 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
down, and cast into the fire” (Luke 3:9). 
Put.on the date—January, 1957. Keep it 
in your Bible. Next year open it and 
think if you have kept your promise. 
Orono, MAINE, 
we 


For Primary Teachers 


By Helen E. Odenwelder 


N LOIS’S town they had had the most 

beautiful, wonderful snow of the year. 
The trees were covered and looked like 
something that belonged in make-believe 
land. The hills were packed solidly 
with snow and ice. And the police de- 
partment had closed the hills to auto- 
mobiles so that it was perfect for Lois 
and the other children to go sledding. 
What wonderful times they had! 

Each day when Lois ran in from school 
she changed her school clothes for her 
play clothes, shouting as she did so, 
“Mother, may I go sledding?” (She 
knew she did not dare tell Mother what 
she was going to do. She had to ask if 
she might do it!) 

“Yes, you may, dear,” Mother had re- 
plied each day. “But be sure to come 
home as soon as the street lights go on.” 
That was a hard and fast rule in Lois’s 
house. And she knew full well that to 
break the rule meant punishment. There 
was never any use of trying to get out 
of punishment, either. For she always 
had to take it when she disobeyed, 

It was Friday afternoon that the sled- 
ding was an extra lot of fun) Lois and 
the other children ran up the hill as fast 
as their legs could carry them. Then 
sometimes with two or even three on one 


sled, down they slid like lightning! Up 
the hill, down the hill. Their cheeks 
were red and shiny as apples. Some- 


times when they were out of breath, the 
children worked on a snow man they 
were making. What fun they had! 

Then the street lights went on. “Oh, 
don’t go home now, Lois,” Sharon cried. 
“Come on. Let’s slide down the hill once 
Please. Don’t spoil the fun. If 
you take your sled home, I won't be able 
to slide down the hill either. Besides, 
your Daddy comes home late tonight. 
They won't notice if you aren’t there 
right on time. Please stay.” 

Somehow or other, even without too 
much thinking, Lois heard herself say- 
ing, “All right. I'll stay. , Besides it 


WANTED 


A Christian publishing company in the East 
wishes to contact a born-again Christian 
qualified as a machinist-operator who can 
set type and care for two linotype machines 
(Mergenthaler, models 29 and 25). This with 
the view of becoming an employee of the 
company when the occasion for such em- 
ployment arises. Please write to Box No. 
731, The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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buy and save up te 50%. 


FIVE DAY FREE TRIAL 


Easy to own and play. Unsurpassed in 
beauty. Comparison invited — be sure you 
get the best — TRADE-INS ACCEPTED. 














ACCORDION MANUFACTURERS & WHOLESALERS OUTLET 


2003 West Chicago Ave., Dept. TX Chicago 22,111 











AIR and STEAMSHIP 
RESERVATIONS 


for Missionaries, and Survey Trips for 
mission board officials and interested 
laymen, continue to be 
Our Major Specialties ... 
We can help You! 


No service charge at any time 


Universal Travel Service, Inc. 
A. S. Bowker, President 


100 W. Monroe Street — Room 700 
Telephone: ANdover 3-3156 
Chicago 3, Illinois 


The Christian travel bureau... 














FOR WELL-WRITTEN 
EVANGELICAL BOOKS 


dealing with every phase of the Christian life: doctrine, 
witnessing, intellectual problems, missions, devotional 
material, Bible study and prayer, ask at your bookstore 
for books by InrerR-Varstty Press, or write for catalog. 


INTER-VARSITY PRESS 


1444 North Astor Dept. ST Chicago 10 








Wanted: ROOM CLERK 


Woman with business experience for 
Front Desk. 


Y.W.C.A. of Atlantic City 


North Carolina and Pacific Avenues 
ATLANTIC CITY - - NEW JERSEY 
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Home and Foreign Missions 


(Advertisements) 





All Nations Evangelistic Fellowship 


Harold J. Seeley, Director 
Box 48-T * Canandaigua, New York 
A MISSIONARY MINISTRY reaching European 
refugee children of all nations, especially Jewish, 
American underprivileged children and orphans 
of the poor districts of New York City. 
“Write for free, detailed, pictorial literature.” 


American Mission to Greeks 


Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, General Secretary 
233 West 42nd Street New York 36, N. Y. 
Officially representing Evangelical Church of 
Greece — Scripture distribution, Christian Day 
School, Orphanage, Macedonian Bible Institute, 
Evangelical publishers, bookstore, Greek Gospel 
literature, newspaper evangelism, missionaries, 

radio, relief. Color sound film: “Man of Macedonia.” 
Write for free quarterly, Greek Harvest Gleanings 








American Association for 
Jewish Evangelism, Inc. 
WINONA LAKE -. INDIANA 
Dr. Hyman J. Appelman, President 
Dr. Wm. Culbertson, Chairman of Advisory Council 
SOUND TRUSTWORTHY EXPANDING 


Write for magazine “Salvation” 


American Prophetic League, Inc. 
Box BB 4747-4755 Townsend Avenue 
Los Angeles 41, Calif. 

Dr. Keith L. Brooks, (late) President 
Earl J. Severts, Vice President 


Provides Prophecy Monthly free to all missionaries; 
Bible courses to hundreds in prison; study books 
and tracts to needy workers. 


A faith work, non-profit 





THE AMERICAN EUROPEAN 
BETHEL MISSION, INC. 


Founded by Rev. and Mrs. Leon Rosenberg 


51 years of missionary activity in various countries, 
Hebrew Christian orphanage in the Holy Land and 
relief as the Lord’s people provide. 


* Heapquarters: 252 N. Dillon Street 





American Indian Crusade 
(Incorporated) 


Box 8801, Oklahoma City 14 Okla. 


Seventy-five per cent of the 3,000,000 Indians 
throughout North America have never heard the 
Gospel. The Crusade is effectively reaching them 
through the ministry of native workers, radio, and 
tracts. Write for Indian Harvest magazine. 


E H. THOMAS CLAUS, Director 


Los Angeles 26, California’ 


AMERICAN 
SCRIPTURE GIFT MISSION 


Robert D. McCarthy, Executive Secretary 


An evangelical Scripture distributing agency seek- 
ing to evangelize the world with the Word of God. 


King James Version used exclusively 


Sustained by the prayerful support of Christian 
friends. Information sent free upon request. 


327 N. 13th Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 





American Sunday-School Union 
One Hundred and Thirty-seven Years of Service 
in behalf of 
The Otherwise Unreached in Rural America 
NO GIFT IS TOO LARGE TO MATCH GOD’S GRACE 
NO_GIFT IS TOO SMALL TO MERIT HIS BLESSING 
Send for Field Magazine The Sunday School Mis- 


sionary. Address Department of Missions, 
1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 





AMERICAN INDIAN MISSION 
Rev. R. L. Gowan, Director 
Custer, South Dakota 
REMEMBER THE AMERICAN INDIAN 


In your praying and missionary giving. A Pio- 
—— th Work on Indian fields in U.S. and 
aska. 


Write for sample copies of “Indian Trails” 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 


Henry G. Perry, Executive Secretary 
21 W. 46th Street New York 36, N. Y. 
Tracts multiply your witness, carry it where you 
cannot follow, and continue to plead with the sin- 
ner long after your brief moment of personal con- 
tact. Tracts bring souls to Christ! 
Send for information and free tracts. 





AMERICAN LEPROSY MISSIONS, INC. 


(Formerly American Mission to Lepers) 
Auxiliary to all Protestant Churches 


Makes possible a spiritual and physical ministrv 
to leprosy patients in 144 stations in 33 countries. 
Saves men, women, and especially children, in body 
and soul. Send gifts to: 


156 Fifth Avenue, New, York 10, N. Y. 


Association of Baptists for 


World Evangelism, Inc. 
A Fundamental Baptist Faith Mission 


Over 200 missionaries working inthe Philippines, 
Hong Kong, Japan, Brazil, Peru, Colombia, and 
ile. 
Write for information and literature. 


1304 Schaff Building Philadeiphia 2, Pa. 





American Messianic Fellowship 
(Formerly, Chicago Hebrew Mission) 


Since 1887 the work has been dedicated to the 
sowing of the seed to the Jewish people in the 
U. S. A. and Israel. 

Topay —more spiritual openness—more curiosity 
—more hunger for the Scriptures—a realization of 
the need of Christ. 

Write for information and your free A. M. F. 
Monthly today to: 


7448 N. Damen Avenue Chicago 45, Ill. 








BAPTIST MID-MISSIONS 


A World-Wide Independent Baptist Mission 
1120 Chester Avenue Cleveland 14, Ohio 
22 COUNTRIES 91 STATIONS 
Over 500 workers in Africa, South America, In- 


donesia, India, Japan, Europe, Islands, Alaska, 
Hawaii, Canada, and the United States. 


Literature sent free upon wom, 
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makes me mad that I always have to be 
the first one to go home!” So up and 
down the hill the girls went again and 
again and again. Lois thought once that 
she heard her mother calling. But she 
decided maybe it was only the wind 
howling past her ears as she flew down 
the hill on her sled. Sledding was such 
fun! 

Then she saw her father. She grabbed 
her sled rope and started home faster 
than a bunny. She sped right past her 
father and when she got to the house 
she slammed her sled in the garage, 
pulled off her boots, and ran up to her 
room lickety-split. She combed her 
hair, washed her hands, and rushed 
down to the table. But the rest of the 
family had already asked the blessing. 
And there was no place for her at the 
table! 

“There is no supper for you, Lois Ann” 
(her father always called her by her 
whole name when she had been disobe- 
dient). 

“But, Daddy, I’m starved!” (Sledding 
makes anyone terribly hungry!) And 
Lois started to cry—loudly! 

“Go to your room, Lois Ann,” her 
father demanded. “You have made all 
of us late for supper. You have dis- 
obeyed your mother. That is bad enough, 
We do not want our supper spoiled by 
hearing a crying girl. Any more noise 
out of you and I'll give you something to 
cry about!” 

Lois ran to her room and pulled the 
covers over her head so her family 
wouldn’t hear her sobbing. Those last 
few times down the hill weren’t worth 
this, she knew. Oh, why had she done 
it, she wondered! 

Some time later, but earlier than the 
usual going-to-bed time, her mother 
came into the room. “It is time for 


prayers, Lois,” she said, looking down at | 


her little tear-stained girl with the 
mussed clothes. 

“Oh, Mommy, I can’t pray right now. 
You pray, please.” They knelt together 
and her mother prayed. Then it was 
Lois’s turn. “Mommy, please forgive me 
for coming home late. I shouldn’t have 
done it. I'm sorry. I'll try never to do 
it again, honest!” Then Lois prayed. 
And her mother and God in Heaven for- 
gave her. 

“Mother,” she said afterward, “I want 
to be the kind of Christian that the 
Lord Jesus can trust and use. I know 
I displeased Him today. And. I guess 
Sharon thinks I’m a pretty poor kind of 
Christian. I want to be the right kind 
of Christian, Mommy. I never again 
want you or God to have to punish me 
for wrong things. And I guess if I do 
right things, it’s really like a fruit tree 
that has fruit on it, isn’t it?” 

“Yes, it is, Lois. I’m glad you remem- 
bered part of our Scripture reading from 
family worship this morning. Shall we 
read those same verses again tonight?” 
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‘Lesson for January 15 


And so saying, her mother read Luke 
13:1-9 for the second time that day to 
her little girl. 


LANCASTER, PA. 


we 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1052) 

1. He was procurator of Judea under 
the Roman Government. 

2. He was the judge who declared Him 
innocent yet handed Him over to death. 

3. He was tetrarch of Galilee, with the 
royal title. 

4. Pilate sent Jesus to Herod when he 
learned that He was a Galilean, 

5. By slaying a group of Galileans. 

6. As an indication of special sinful- 
ness. 

7. That His mercy is long, and His 
judgments just. 

8. That Israel did not yield the fruit 
of righteousness, and that the judgment 
on Israel was long delayed. 

9. It is the femiriine form in the Greek, 
carrying special contempt. 

10. The destruction of Jerusalem, and 
His coming again. 

ELMHursT, ILL. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for handling. costs. 








A Survey of Wor!d Missions. By John 
Caldwell Thiessen. (Inter-Varsity Press, 
1444 North Astor, Chicago 10; $5.95.) As 
professor of Missions at the Detroit Bible 
Institute, Dr. Thiessen prepared and 
used in the classroom the material now 
presented in this 500-page volume. He 
consulted a large number of standard 
works on missions, named in the ten- 
page bibliography, and sent out ques- 
tionnaires to some three hundred mission 
boards. He also submitted the various 
sections of the book to fifteen men and 
women who are specialists on different 
mission fields. This is an encyclopedia 
of modern missions, geographically ar- 
ranged, 

In the first two chapters Dr. Thiessen 
summariges the history of missions from 
the time of Christ and the apostles up 
to William Carey, who landed in Cal- 
cutta in 1793. Thereafter he takes up 
the various continents of the world, in- 
cluding chapters on subdivisions of the 
large ones. He gives the salient facts in 
the political and missionary history of 
each, tells something of the peoples and 
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Home and Foreign Missions 


(Advertisements) 








BELGIAN GOSPEL MISSION, Inc. 
Member I.F.M.A. 
Ralph C. and Edith F. Norton, Founders 
Bringing back the Bible to Belgium 
PREACHING—65 centers and a trailer church ministry 


PREPARING men in a three-year Bible course 
Pus.isHINc Scriptures, books, periodicals 


325 North 13th Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


BOLIVIAN 
INDIAN MISSION, INC. 
508 Central Avenue, Plainfield, N. 5. 
Pioneering, Sowing, Reaping since 1907 
Fields are white to harvest 
‘Laborers are needed 


Member Mission of I.F.M.A. 





BEREAN MISSION, INC. 
3536 Russell Dept. T-1 St. Louis 4, Mo. 
Taking the Gospel to the “Regions Beyond” 
Belgian Congo—Cuba— Navajo-land— Philippines 
Member I.F.M.A. 
Send for copy of “Missiongrams” 





BEST SELLER PUBLICITY 
189 W. Madison Street Chicago 2. Ill. 
Eighteen years of preaching the word on car cards 
and billboards . . . in army and navy camps, 
schools, hospitals, jails. 

Best Seller Posters: “An illustration to catch the 
eye and a verse to reach the heart.” 


Buffalo Hebrew Christian Mission 
Incorporated 


28 Crestwood Avenue Buffalo 16, N. Y. 
Rev. Karl Goldberg, Superintendent 


Endeavoring to reach the Jews of Buffalo and area 
with the Gospel by means of gensenes visitation in 
the homes, hospitals, and b Brom, e2 as —_ 
as by radio (The vostents Hour, 

Sundays at 10.30 a.m.), correspondence — 
Bible Fellowship meetings. Write for free copy 
of “Israel’s Messenger.” 








Heading Rural Youth Heavenward 


through Bible memory contests, Bible corre- 
spondence courses, summer Bible schools, cam: 
Sunday schools, Scripture distribution, etc., yz 
past twenty-eight years. Many early converts now 
in full-time Christian service in home and foreign 
fields. Information gladly sent. 


Canadian Sunday School Mission 


Incorporated 


Room 21 222 Portage Ave., Winnipeg, Can. 





Bible House of Los Angeles 
927 S. Westmoreland Ave. Les Angeles 6, California 


Our service reaches 148 different mission fields 
outside the United States. The heavy demand for 
our Underscored New Testament in Spanish has 
exhausted our stock. Prayer is needed that our 
ability may be increased to meet requests for the 
printed Gospel. Literature is sent free as we are 
enabled by prayers and gifts of our friends. 


Irving G. Hoff, Executive Secretary 


THE TORCHBEARERS 


Capernwray Missionary Fellowship 
Leader: Major W. Ian Thomas, D.S.O., T.D. 


An International, Interorganizational Fellowship of 
Young Christians available to our Lord Jesus 
Christ, anytime, anywhere, that He through — 
may reach the lost in Britain, Continental Eur 
North America, and wherever else He leads. - 
erature and magazine, “Torch,” free on request: 
Secretary, 7657 Glencrest Drive, Burbank, Calit 





THE BIBLE MEDITATION 
LEAGUE, INC. 


Universe-center for free Christ-revealing Bible stud- 
ies in many languages for both Jews and Gentiles. 
Supported by the “odour of a sweet smell” gifts of 
consecrated Christians. Mail contributions and 
inquiries to The Bible Meditation League, Inc., 
P. O. Box 477, Columbus, Ohio. 


The Central American Mission 
Founded by C. |. Scofield, D.D., in 1890 
Member I.F.M.A. 


Serving all of Central America in Spanish and In- 

dian languages through 155 Missionaries, Hospital, 
Clinic, Radio Station, Bible Institutes, and Day 
Schools. Literature and information furnished free. 


3611 Congress Avenue, Dept. ST, Dalles 19, Texas 





BIBLICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY 
4005 Verdugo Road Los Angeles 65, Calif, 


A faith work founded by David L. Couper. Ph.D., 
with a literary ministry to Jew and Gentile 
(Rom. 1:16). 


FREE—A sample copy of our monthly publication, 


, BIBLICAL RESEARCH MONTHLY. 


CEYLON and INDIA GENERAL 
MISSION 
Member Mission, I.F.M.A. 
Plans to open new fields in East Pakistan 
As the Lord provides, we lengthen our cords and 
strengthen our stakes. 
Address the Secretary-Treasurer 

542 South Dearborn Street Chicago 5, Illinols 





The Big Brother Tract Band 


No.1. A ministry to your unsaved friend or 
relative. 

No. 2. An opportunity for personal witness to 
your son ia the armed services. 

No. 3. A salvation and rehabilitation program for 

parolees from penal institutions. 

Will you help us? Write for details. 

Box 888 AKRON 9, OHIO 





CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 
Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 


Reaching them where they are 
with what they need 
300,000 children in the public schools 5 
reached with the message of salvation. being 
gladly send information telling how 08 b > help 
reach the 19 million wguneell aah children in 
our country. Write today. 
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A Strictly-By-Faith Work 
Evangelical Mission to Uruguay, Inc. 


Fred V. Dabold, Founder-Director 
P. O. Box 70 Fresno, California 
Reaching a aoody. long-neglected Republic, using 
our own Bible-school trained National workers, 
Scripture portions, public meetings, personal evan- 
gelism, planting indigenous churches. 


Write for free copy of 
“URUGUAYAN NEWS LETTER” 


CHILDREN’S GOSPEL HOUR 
Incorporated 


3012 Fox Drive, Chattanooga 11, Tenn. 
A work of faith broadcasting and telecasting the 
Gospel to the millions of children not attending 
Sunday school. 
HEARD WEEKLY ON 120 STATIONS 
Seen onWSM-TV, Nashville and WDEF-TV, Chattanooga 
Pray for the work. Write for information. 
Rev. Henry C. Geiger, Director 








CHINA INLAND MISSION 


Overseas Missionary Fellowship 
237 W. School Lane, Philadelphia 44, Pa. 


Tribal evangelism, Gospel launch, medical pro- 
jects, student’ work, children’s meetings, etc. — a 
wide variety of work in ‘Malaya, Singapore, Thai- 
land, Indonesia, Philippines, Japan, Formosa, and 
Hong Kong. Write for free booklet, The Begin- 
ning of Miracles. 


J. 0. Sanders, Gen’! Dir. 


Evangelical Union of South America 
Member I.F.M.A. 
78 W. Hudson Ave. 135 Isabella St. 
Englewéod, N. J. Toronto 5, Canada 
Preaching the Gospel in Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia 
Send for free copy of 


H. M. Griffin, Home Dir. THE NEGLECTED CONTINENT 








THE CHRISTIAN 
AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE 


.] } Pe. a1 
Inter rr 


Evangelical Pioneer Evangelistic 
22 Foreign Fields 720 American Missionaries 
Address correspondence and contributions to 
The Christian and Missionary Alliance 
260 West 44th Street - New York 36, N. Y. 


“ Evangelize China” Fellowship, Inc. 
Dr. Andrew Gih, President 
We are DOING what the world is saying MUST 
be done in the field of missions. 
“Native Evangelism” 
Write for full particulars to 
EVANGELIZE CHINA FELLOWSHIP 

P. O. Box 550-T Los Angeles 53, Calif. 











CHRISTIAN JAIL WORKERS 
Incorporated 


P. O. Box 2333 Los Angeles 53, Calif. 
‘Rehabilitation through Regeneration” 


A Faith Home Mission, fund al, ev lical J 
interdenominational. Ministering to the juvenile ful radio transmitters. Radio sets pre-tuned to 
and adult inmates in the penal institutions of B.C. are distributed so many more might 
Angeles County. hear. This is a work of faith. 


Monthly publication “Broken Shackles” free upon THE FAR EAST BRGADCASTING CO. 
request. P. O. Box 1 Whittier, California 


LAST OPEN DOOR 
TO ASIA’S MILLIONS 


F.E.B.C. sends out the Gospel 20 hours each 
day in 36 languages through her eight power- 








THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
MISSIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, INC. 


More than 25 missionaries — in India, Israel, 

Europe, and North and South America — are giv- 

ing = Gospel and Pe ~ to Jews. Read 

cent pagan. Intense spiritual hunger, remarkable thrilling reports of this work in our magazine 

results. We covet your rs? ae Send for a ISRAEL MY GLORY 

free copy of ‘ Bt ~ Gos el Call.” Paul B. Peter- Write for your free copy. 
son, President. Vaughn Shoemaker, Treasurer. 728-S Witherspoon Building 


Eastern European Mission 
36 N. Marengo Avé. Pasadena 1, Calif. 


Interdenominational faith mission founded in 1927, 
evangelizing Germany, Belgium, Greece, Jugo- 
slavia, Slavic and other European DP’s and 
refugees. Europe, key to world situation, 75 


Philadelphia 7, Pa, 








European Evangelistic Crusade, Inc. 


Member Mission, |.F.M.A. 


THE GIDEONS INTERNATIONAL 


Pray for oug missionaries reaching the peoples of 
Germany, Switzerland, Italy, France, Spain, Por- 
tugal, Belgium, Holland, Austria, Lapland, Greece, 
with the Gospel; also for our Scripture distribution 
and relief ministries. 

Director for North America: Rev. Dousin G. Stewart 
F.R.G.S., 811 Westview Street, Dept. S, Phila. 19, Pa. 





The Evangelical Alliance Mission 
Member Mission, I.F.M.A. 


More than 650 missionaries in: Japan, Formosa, 
India, Pakistan, Tibetan Frontier, Korea, New 
Guinea, South Africa, Southern Rhodesia, France, 
Spain, Portugal, and South America. 

Write for information. Pray for the work. Sub- 
scribe to THE MissioNARY BROADCASTER. 


2839 W. McLean Ave. 


Chicago 47, Ill. 








“A Christian Businessmen’s Association” 


An extension of arm of church. Nonsectarian, 
interdenominational. Since 1899. Purpose: To 
win souls for Christ. Over four million Bibles 
and twenty-five million Testaments distributed 
throughout United States, Canada, and world. 


212 E. Superior Street Chicago 11, Illinois 





The Gospel Furthering Fellowship 
Incorporated 
Rev. George W. Rhoad, Director 
An independent mission working in Kenya, and 
Tangariyika, East Africa. The mission looks to 
God to constrain Christians to give as the needs of 
the work are made known. 


Home Office—71 Hillside Road, Strafford, Pa. 
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their religions; and then briefly de- 
scribes the Christian missions working 
in the different fields. Often he out- 
lines the life and work of outstanding 
personalities; for example, Sadhu Sundar 
Singh and Pandita Ramabai in India; 
David Livingstone and Bishop Tucker in 
Africa, and John Williams and John G, 
Paton in the New Hebrides. Scattered 
through the book are valuable charts 
or tables giving important facts about 
the countries. For instance, that on 
South Africa (pages 238, 239) has twelve 
columns on eleven countries, showing 
area, topography, climate, population, 
capital, form of government, languages, 
and religions. The last two chapters 
have to do with Jewish missions—in Is- 
rael and elsewhere. There is one chap- 
ter on “Europe as a Mission Field.” It 
seems a bit strange that only the name 
of the Belgian Gospel Mission is given, 
in a list of 37 societies working in Eu- 
rope. (The Mission is nearly thirty-six 
years old, has 58 workers, besides wives 
and children, and over 60 centers of ac- 
tivity, owning many of its own build- 
ings.) Belgium is a small country, but 
more is said of missions in other limited 
fields, as in southern North American 
and the-Caribbean islands. 


Dr. Thiessen writes with feeling for 
and wide knowledge of his subject, for 
besides being a teacher of missions, he 
has been pastor, superintendent of ‘De- 
troit’s Hebrew Christian Mission, and 
is the father of missionaries. He has 
said little of the distinctive doctrinal 
teachings of the many societies, limit- 
ing himself to geography, history, and 
other facts. Besides the bibliography 
there is a very complete index. Dr. 
Thiessen has provided a valuable, up- 
to-date reference work for all who are 
interested in missions. He concludes 
with these words: 

“Although opportunities for pioneer- 
ing new mission fields are almost a thing 
of the past in this period of the twen- 
tieth century, there is still need for 
young men and women with the zeal and 
courage of the pioneers to undertake the 
task of world evangelization in today’s 
difficult setting, prepared to face the 
continually changing scene in the power 
of the One who promised, ‘Lo, I am 
with you alway. 


,” 


How To Achieve Personality Through 
Prayer. By Simon Blocker, D.D. (Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, 
“Prayer is man _ going 
through bankruptcy before God and be- 
coming solvent through divine assets. 
Prayer is confession of human inability 
and recourse to God’s omnipotence. 
Prayer is desertion of humanism and 
sustained cry for God’s interposition. 
Prayer is self-crucifixion and crowning 
Jesus Lord of all. . 
cuse for a prayerless church.” The 
author presses upon us the very great 
We agree with him 


Mich., $2.) 





. There is no ex- 




















Lesson for January 15 _ 


that it is the most necessary Christian 
activity. He teaches many fine things, 
and we wish that he had lightened up 
the reading with more illustrations that 
he must have from experience. 

It seems that there are at least two 

ways in which the author misses God’s 
way for a very worthy desire. He cer- 
tainly shows the Christian’s need for a 
higher spiritual life. He seems to think 
this must be attained by another Pente- 
cost. Pentecost, however, is unique in 
the church’s experience. It is not to be 
repeated. The Scriptures teach. that 
the Spirit now indwells all who believe. 
The fruit of the Spirit comes first of 
all by walking in the Spirit and not first 
of all by prayer. Real prayer is the 
result of the Spirit’s indwelling, for He 
makes intercession for us with groan- 
ings which cannot be uttered. 
*He misses the way also in teaching 
that “the new world order” will come 
when all Christians, joining in prayer 
for all men, will bring in this order. 
In other words, he seems to teach the 
postmillennial way. It might also be 
said that it is not Scriptural to imagine 
“what would Jesus do” and then base 
our conduct on this imagination. 


Love the Lord Thy God. By Herman 


‘Hoeksema, (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 


Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $3.) The author 
continues his exposition of the Heidel- 
berg Catechism, which divides Christian 
doctrine into fifty-two sections, one for 
each Lord’s Day during the year. The 
present volume, which is eighth and 
next to last in the series, discusses good 
works as the believer’s response to the 
love of God. Following a study of the 
proper place of good works in a system 
of grace, the author discusses the rele- 
vance of the first four commandments. He 
shows the practical outworking of Chris- 
tian principles in the matters of image 
worship, oath-taking, and the like. Es- 
pecially sobering are chapters “God Is a 
Jealous God” and “God Is Holy.” 


Great Is the Lord. By Robert G. Lee. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., 
$2.) This is not just another book of 
sermons, but rather a group of seven 
thrilling messages that are penned in 
such beautiful and compelling English 
that they surely arrest the reader’s at- 
tention and admiration. Some of the 
titles are: “Christ or Condemnation?” a 
very strong evangelistic appeal; “Justi- 
fication”; “Forgetting Things Behind”; 
“Declared Directions”; and “Great Is the 
Lord.” Perhaps the most outstanding 
message is the second, “Consequences 
of Man’s Alliance with Satan.” The 
causes of man’s failures are pinpointed 
most effectively, and the premilliennial 
view as to the world’s present ripening 
for judgment is well presented. The 
final chapter is “Jesus Coming to Earth 
Again,” and it is a very complete and 
convincing study of the Scriptures as 
to this glorious expectation of the 
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GOSPEL MISSIONARY UNION 
Member of I.F.M.A. 
150 missionaries in: French Morocco, the French 
Sudan, Ecuador, Colombia, Italy, and Panama. 
New fields under consideration 
Send for sample copy of The Gospel Message 
1841 East 7th Street Kansas City 24, Mo. 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW 
CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 
4919 N. Albany Ave. Chicago 25, Illinois 


Since 1925, God has used our Hebrew Christian 
Movement as a world-wide witness to Israel. Our 
aid to Jewish Christian victims of persecution has 
embraced 20 countries. Funds urgently needed to 
alleviate suffering Israel. 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Secretary 





Hebrew Christian Alliance 


of America, Inc. 
100 W. Chicago Ave. Chicago 10, Illinois 


For 35 years a testimony to 5,000,000 American 
Jews; nurturing Jewish believers: helping train 
workers; relief for aged and needy Hebrew Chris- 
tians. Mission to ) ay in So re America. 
Literature free. THAN J. STONE, 
Treas. REV. vier ‘OR BUKSBAZE , Pres. 


ISRAEL’S REMNANT, Inc. 


is seeking out the Remnant of Israel with the Gos- 
pel message. Situated in the heart of Detroit's 
over 100,000 Jews. 


Rev. Fred G. Kendal, Director 
Rev. Arthur E. Glass, Associate Director 
W. Alex Thompson, Treasurer 


2911 Kendall Ave. Detroit 38, Michigan 





HIAWATHA LAND 
Independent Baptist Missions 


Giving forth the Word of Life in cities, rural areas, 
and logging camps in Northern Wisconsin and 
Upper Michigan. Also evangelizing the Indian 
people. Would you like a share in this ministry 
with your prayers and gifts? .“REacH AMERICA TO 
REACH THE WorLD.” 


Rev. Guy E. King, Director 
1109 Ludington Street Escanaba, Michigan 


JAPAN GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP 


Incorporated 
EVANGELISTIC EMPHASIS 
Bible Training School—Kindergarten. Factory, 
High School, and College Bible Classes, Children’s 
Home — Village meetings, Kyoto, Osaka Fu, 
Wakayama Ken. 
(Dept. ST) 
6719 N. Carlisle Street Philadelphia 26, Pa. 





HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 


An evangelical faith mission eptend in 1916, 
Eas Christian training and permanent reha- 
ilitation for homeless pe, Pin in Hong Kong, 
Lebanon, and The Jordan. “Helping the Helpless 
to Help Themselves.” Free literature on request. 
16 mm. soufd color movie “God’s Other Children” 
available. 
George E. Hedberg, Executive Director 
HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 


3999 N. Hamlin Ave., Chicago 18, Ill. 


LATIN AMERICA MISSION 


Hdg. 161 Park Street Ridgefield Park, N. J. 
“For the spiritual awakening of a continent” 
100 missionaries reaching into 20 countries by evan- 

listic campaigns, Bible schools, Medical centers, 
oh hristian literature, National churches, Mission- 
ary radio. 

Founpep By Dr. anp Mrs. Harry STRACHAN 

Generat Director: R. KennetH STRACHAN 





The independent Board 


Presbyterian Foreign Missions 
246 W. Walnut Lane Phila. 44, Pa. 
“Truly Biblical Missions” 
in Many Lands 
Dr. J. Gordon Holdcroft, President 
Rev. William A. Mahlow, General Secretary 
Mr. John E. Krauss, Treasurer 





International Board of Jewish 
Missions, Inc. 
P. O. Box 1256 Atlanta 1, Georgia 


Combiping evangelism and relief to Hebrew Chris- 

tians @id refugees in Europe and Israel with a 

strong evangelistic witness to Jews in America. 

Write for free copy of magazine, The Everlasting 

en. Jacob Gartenhaué, D. D- Pres., R. G. Lee, 
.» Chairman Advisory Board 


MESSAGE TO ISRAEL 


Jews Reached for Christ 
through 50 U. &. radio stations, 6 Foreign Short 
Wave globe encircling stations mail and personal 
contacts. Many write for Prophecy Edition 2 
Testaments. Send for free copy MESSAGE 
ISRAEL magazine. 
Your prayer support appreciated. 

COULSON SHEPHERD 
Box 682, Gen'i P.O. New York 1, N. Y. 





Messengers of the New Covenant, Inc. 
Newark, New Jersey 
“I send thee to the children of Israel."” Ezek. 2:3 
The Gospel’ of God’s grace to dense population of 
Jews, spread by visiting, radio, distribution of Scrip- 
tures and literature. Free copy of booklet, “The 
Lost Sheep of the House of Israel.” Your prayers 
earnestly desired. 
Rev. Isaac Finestone, General Director 
John Binns, President 
109 Treacy Avenue “ie Newark 8, N. J. 





International Gospel League 

Box 357 Pasadena 17, California 
Serving five foreign fields: Liberia, West Africa; 
Japan; India; Cuba; and Korea. 

Our goal is to reach those who have never heard 
the Gospel of Christ. Pray for our two hundred 
workers. Send today for the “INTERNATIONAL 
Gospet News,” our monthly paper. 





The Mexican Indian Mission, Inc. 
Member Mission, I.F.M.A. 
A pioneer faith work emphasizing: — 
¢ A Bible-trained national leadership ¢ An indige- 
nous church * Medical evangelism *¢ Child evan- 
lism ¢ Personal work. Now working i in six In- 
ian tribes in Mexico. Addi ies and 
prayer helpers needed. Write for free information. 
The Mexican Indian Mission, Inc. 
325 North 13th Street Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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THE MILLION 
TESTAMENTS CAM PAIGNS 
» Executive Sec: 


George T. B. Davis 


Over 1,000,000 Prophecy New ll pre- 
sented to Jews. More than 12,000 complete He- 
brew Bibles given to Jews in Israel. Jewish 
souls saved through God’s Word. You can help 
by your gifts and prayers. 


1505 Race Street Philadelphia 2, Pa. 





MINO MISSION, INC. 


Founded in 1918 by Sadie Lea Weidner 
Heapouarters: Tomidahama, Yokkaichi, Mie 
Ken, Japan. 
~ ae oy Rural Japan. Only the Bible can 

jierce the darkness of idolatry. The Word goes 
fo rth from our 5 stations by means of street meet- 
ings, tent meetings, meetings in schools, factories, 
hospitals, institutions, and public halls, with a 
Gospel tract distribution upuegme of p00 000 ac Bigg 
goarty. American address: H 

Acton ‘Road, Columbus 14, Ohi _ 


The Oriental Missionary Society 


Founded by Chas. E. Cowman—1901 
850 N. Hobart Blvd, Los Angeles 29, Calif. 


Working in ten different countries. Emphasizing a 
threefold policy: 


1. Training of a national ministry. 2. Formation of 
an indigenous church. 3. Every Creature Crusades. 


Write for further information 





The Orinoco River Mission, (Inc.) 
Member I.F.M.A. 
Venezuela, South America 

Rev. Van V. Eddings, D.D., Founder & Gen. Dir, 
Evangelizing in five states of eastern Venezuela 
and by boat on the Orinoco River. A Bible insti- 
tute trains Venezuelans for full-time Christian serv- 
ice among their own people. Literature or 
monthly prayer letter sent upon request to Home 

ce. 30 North Raymond Avenue, Pasa- 
dena 1, California. 





THE MISSION TO ORPHANS, Inc. 


Three Hills, Alberta, Can. 

Box 7043, Asheville, N. C. 
“*Ministering to Missionaries in the Making” — 
the orphans and destitute children o' 

CUBA and HAITI 
Help us to reach and teach the generation to come, 
that they may know the Lord. 
Bimonthly paper “ORFANEWS” sent free on 
request. 





Pacific Garden Mission 
646 S. State Street Chicago 5, lll. 
Open every night since 1877 
See Skid Row Documentary Films in sound and 
color, “THE STREET” and “OUT OF THE 

NIGHT,” 30 minutes. Write for details. 
Hear “UNSHACKLED!” WGN, 720 ke. 7.30 p.m., 
every Saturday. Write for 100 station log. 

16 page Anniversary Book FREE on request. 





National Home Missions Fellowship 
Incorporated 

Organized in 1941 at the Moody Church in 
Chicago for the purpose of uniting and promoting 
Home Missions. 

A FREE SAMPLE COPY of “ROUND- 
TABLE,” the voice of N.H.M.F., will be sent upon 
request. Many more subscribers and prayer- 
partners are needed. Send today to: 

ERNEST MILLER, Treas., N.H.M.F. 
4307 S. Whipple Street, Chicago 32, Ill. 


POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


Nati: } 


156 Fifth Avenue 





New York 10,,.N. Y. 


Conducting a fruitful ministry of evangelism and 
large-scale Scripture distribution su “Bend for by 
prayers and gifts of Christian friends. Send for free 
illustrated Quarterly with news of work in United 
States, Formosa, Japan, Korea, Malaya, Indo- 
China, and Africa. 





Native Preacher Company, Inc. 
Welcomes opportunity of forwarding gratuitously 
100% of your support to soul-winning native evan- 
gelists in foreign Mission Stations. Their acknowl- 
edgments and reports sent direct to donors. In- 
quiries invited. 
Native Preacher Company, Inc. 
1775 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 





NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 


5 East 48th Street New York 17, N.Y. 
(Established 1809) 

Rev. David J. Fant, Litt.D., General Secretary 
Providing the Scriptures in over seventy languages 
about the harbor and within the City of New York, 
through these activities: Marine, Immigration, For- 
eign Language, Jewish, Colored, Hotel, Hospital, 
Blind. Free grants (Bibles, Testaments, Scripture 

portions). Last year—1,049,5: 


THE REFORMATION 
TRANSLATION FELLOWSHIP 


J. G. Vos, American Representative 
3408 - 7th Avenue, Beaver Falls, Pa. 


Still reaching readers in Red China with Christian 
literature mailed from Hong Kong. Iso reaches 
Chinese in many other lands. True to the Bible as 
the infallible Word of God, and the doctrines of the 
Reformation. Booklet on request. 





Slavic Gospel Association, Inc. 


2434 N. Kedzie Bivd., Dept. TB, Chicago 47, Ill. 
Missionaries in many parts of the world where 
there are Russian and other Slavic-speaking people. 
Support for missionaries and relief, specially 
oes in Europe; also provision fo Gospels, 
Bibles, and Tracts. Now working in 22 countries. 
Literature free; write today. 


PETER DEYNEKA, General Director 





NEW YORK GOSPEL MISSION 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 


149 Avenue B, New York 9, N. Y. 
Dedicated to spreading the Gospel from our strate- 
gically located headquarters. 


A News Letter and the booklet “How to Point a 
* Jew to Christ”’ free on request. 
Ruth Angel, General Director 








Soldiers’ and Gospel Mission 


of South America 
Casilla 507, Temuco, Chile, S. A. 
Founded, 1923—William M. Strong, Director 


Gospel evangelism of Government defense units, 
educational and criminal institutions, country folk, 
Indians, and island dwellers; Radio and Bible cor- 
respondence courses; Christian schools. 


American Office 
378 N. 11th St., Paterson 2, N.J. 
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believer. Verse one of Psalm 4 
which gives title to this little book, 
is continued by the phrase, “And greatly 
to be praised’; and Dr. Lee has suc- 
ceeded in greatly praising and magni- 
fying the Lord Jesus. Any preacher 
desiring a spiritual lift should study 
this book, 
w 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 15 


Is “Getting Even” Christian? 
(Lev. 19:18; Prov. 20:22; 24:29; Matt 5:39) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HE Rev. J. Stuart Holden tells of 

asking a big sergeant in a Highland 
Regiment, who was out and out for the 
Lord, how he was brought to Christ. 
His answer was: “There is a private 
in the same company who was converted 
in Malta before the regiment came on 
to Egypt. We gave that fellow an awful 
time. The Devil got possession of me, 
and I made that man’s life a positive 
burden to him. Well, one night, a ter- 
ribly wet night, he came in from sentry 
duty. He was very tired and very wet, 
and before getting into bed he got down 
to pray. My boots were heavy with wet 
and mud, and I let him have one on 
one side of the head and the other on 
the other side; and he just went on with 
his prayers. The next morning I found 
those boots beautifully polished by the 
side of my bed. It was his reply to me; 
and it just broke my heart, and I was 
saved that day.” 


we 


Not many of us will get into situations 
in our Christian life as difficult as the 
one in which this young soldier found 
himself. But every one of us will many 
times be tempted to “get even” with 
others who injure or offend us. “Getting 
even” is one of the most common reac- 
tions of these human natures of ours. 
If you do not believe this, just watch 
a little child, scarcely able to talk, when 
another child pushes him, or injures 
him, or hurts his feelings. Instantly 
will come the effort to retaliate one way 
or another. He does not have to be 
taught this. In fact, he has to be taught 
not to strike back. 


2 


All this is part of the evil nature we 
have inherited from Adam. But God 
wants to deal with it just as He wants 
to undertake for us in every other part 
of our natural disposition. He has given 
us a perfect example in the Lord Jesus 
Christ who, although He did no sin, 
suffered for us, and when He was re- 
viled, reviled not again (1 Pet. 2:21-23). 
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He calls upon us to follow in the steps 
of the Lord Jesus. 
se 


And He not only asks us to follow in 
Christ’s steps, but He makes it possible 
for us to do so. Each of us knows that, 
in ourselves, it is absolutely impossible 
not to want to “get even” when someone 
injures us. Nevertheless, God can and 
will do the impossible in each one of 
us, if we will let Him. His indwelling 
Holy Spirit will work out in us the 
mind of the Lord Jesus (Phil. 2:5-8) 
so that we shall not only not try to 
“get even,” but we shall actually not 
want to “get even.” 

ve 

The reasonableness of such an atti- 
tude toward those who injure us is seen 
in the great truth that the Lord reserves 
for Himself the right of wreaking ven- 
geance upon those who injure His chil- 
dren. He alone can judge the motives 
of the heart and mete out the correc- 
tion or punishment that is needed, in 
an impartial. and absolutely just way. 
When we are willing to trust Him to 
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right the wrongs that are done us, we 
may rest assured that while the adjust- 
ment may not always come at the mo- 
ment we think it should, it will surely 
come, and in a far better and more ef- 
fective way than we can possibly bring 
about. 

God’s way for us, as we read in Ro- 
mans 12:21 is to overcome evil, not with 
evil, but with good. Then, instead of 
being dragged down to the level of those 
who have injured us, as we most cer- 
tainly shall be if we retaliate, we shall, 
by doing good for evil, awaken in the 
person who has injured us shame and 
remorse that shall be like coals of fire 
upon his head. 

ye 

Another great reason for not “getting 
even” is the awful effect that it has 
upon the individual who yields to this 
impulse. Even the desire to strike back 
eats inwardly like a cancer and poisons 
the heart and interrupts our fellowship 
with God. The Japanese have a prov- 
erb, “If you would revenge yourself, dig 
two graves.” 

4 


Will you let God work in your life the 
miracle not only of refusing to try to 
“get even” but of not even wanting to 
revenge yourself? 

PHILADELPHIA. 

; wy 


“Boys’ Town” 
(Continued from second page) 
tions we have raised with them. Father 
Flanagan was a priest and most defi- 

nitely Roman Catholic. 

“They are extremely careful in the 
advettising to use the statement that 
they are nonsectarian and will, of course, 
accept boys of any faith into the insti- 
tution. Many Protestants have been mis- 
led by the publicity and have supported 
the work until they found out they 
were supporting a Roman Catholic in- 
stitution. It is very difficult to get defi- 
nite facts which, no doubt, is [due to] 
wisdom on their part in seeking support 
from eVeryone.” 


Things a Christian Should Know 
(Continued from page 1050) 


tegral part of your life and experience, 
causing you to rejoice anew in Him and 
in His eternal life, which is now yours? 
Our loving Heavenly Father, as 
we have been thinking of this mar- 
velous possession that is ours 
through Thy grace, we realize we 
have been treading on holy ground. 
Grant us greater faith, we pray, and 
give to us the sure evidence in our 
daily living that we have indeed 
received eternal life, for we ask it 
in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
(To be continued) 
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Discipleship . . . Discipline 


(Continued from second page) 


equally a number of situations where 
single men or. single women are far bet- 
ter able to do the work that God has 
appointed. So let us take nothing for 


granted and be very, very sure of God's ° 


guidance in this most solemn of deci- 
sions. 

Social Life. Do not become a slave 
to social life, for it is a snare to many 
on the mission field. Can you do with- 
out the company of people of your own 
race? Do you crave for the social amen- 
ities of the home lands? How much 
time is wasted in these things! Be in- 
dependent of them, and learn to love 
the company of the people you have 
come to serve. They will soon under- 
stand, and to win their confidence is 
worth all. 

‘A Sense of Humor. Not only does this 
at times help us in a difficult situation, 
but it lightens the necessary stress of 
our daily work. How can one who does 
not understand or appreciate the fun 
of life be the messenger of “the Gospel 
of the Happy God’’? 

Joy. Be glad always. Praise God 
always. When you are ill or tired or 
tempted or at your wit’s end, learn the 
habit of perpetual praise, for it prepares 
a way whereby God may show us His 
victory, 

The Bible. If you do not believe it 
to be wholly the Word of God, for 
Christ’s sake, I say it reverently, do not 
come to the mission field. Keen Hindus 
believe in their holy books, Muslims in 
the Kordn, and they have not much 
respect for one who brings a Holy Book 
which is ynreliable. 

The Quiet Time. The source of 
strength for each day. Get through to 
personal converse with the Lord. Let 
it not become formal. It must be a 
conversation with our Beloved whom 
we love above all others. Do not merely 
ask Him for things, but worship and 
praise Him. The Devil will try to let 
your work cut short God’s hour; but 
do not give in, if you want to be of any 
use to the Lord. It is not the multitude 
of things accomplished, but the close- 
ness of our walk with Christ, that de- 
termines whether our building will be of 
gold, silver, precious stones, or of wood, 
hay, stubble. 

Prayer. Pray often with your fellow 
laborers, with anyone who loves the 
Lord. Let all work be spiritual—medi- 
cal, educational, evangelistic, industrial. 
Don’t be caught in the machinery of the 
works. Keep the spiritual uppermost 
and the balance right. Many have lost 
their first spiritual enthusiasm through 
pressure of work, so pray, pray, PRAY. 

All Manner of Service. Whosoever of 
you will be the chiefest shall be servant 
of all. For even the Son of man came 
not to be served, but to serve and to give. 
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God looks for a willingness and pre- 
paredness to be or do anything joyfully. 
And He opens up His wealth to the men 
and women who are ready to “do with- 
out” and to live disciplined lives, and 
to whom Jesus Christ is truly all in all. 

“As poor, yet making many rich; as 
having nothing and yet possessing all 
things.” 

“For all things are your’s,... 
are Christ’s.” 

This from Sister Eva of Friedenshort 
sums up the spirit of Philippians 2:5-8, 
which we need: 

Because we children of Adam want 
to be great— 
HE BECAME SMALL, 
Because we are always seeking to climb 
higher— 
HE STEPPED DOWN. 
Because we will not stoop— 
HE HUMBLED HIMSELF. 
Because we want to rule— 
HE CAME TO SERVE. 


and ye 


ve 
For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 9 to 15 


Mon.—Luke 13:1-5. 
The Problem of Suffering. 
PRAYER SucGEsTions: “Suppose ye that 
these Galileans [“whose blood Pilate 
had mingled with their sacrifices”} were 
sinners above all the Galilzans, because 
they suffered such things?” Our Lord 
gives in these few words of His reply 
to His questioners the best light that 
can be given on the mystery of suffer- 
ing. He, who knew all men and whose 
ways are always right,.gives us, for our 
guidance, enough light on this problem 
of why men suffer. Death will come to 
us all, if the Lord tarries, but we shall 
all eventually admit it as our just due 
as sinners. Let our future destiny be 
our great concern. Pray for a work of 
the Spirit among the Moslems. * 


Tues.—Luke 13:10-17. 
Loosed From Bondage. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Woman, thou art 
loosed from thine infirmity.” The word 
and hands of Jesus set her free from 
bonds Satan had put upon her. Jesus’ 
ministries were all costly to Himself. 
The deliverance of this doubled-up 
woman brought Him opposition from the 
ruler of the synagogue. Our salvation 
was even more costly to the Saviour. 
Do you bless His name for the infinitely 
costly, glorious thing He has done for 
you? Pray for the widening of the still 
open door for the Gospel in India. 
Wed.—Luke 13:22-30. “Strive To Enter.” 
PRAYER SuccestTions: “Strive to enter 
in at the strait gate: for many, I say 
unto you, will seek to enter in, and 


shall not be able.” The barriers in the 
way of souls who need the salvation of’ 
God are many and difficult. “Many... 
will seek to enter in, and shall not be 
able.” The deceptions of the Devil and 
his agents in this world are tremendous, 
Great numbers, even in our evangelical 
congregations, seem to have a foreign 
brand of what goes by the name Chris- 
tianity. False faiths and hopes and 
ideas of regeneration abound. Examine 
yourselves! Pray for revival. 
Thurs.—Luke 13:31-35. -Too Late. 

PRAYER SucGEsTIONS: “How often would 
I have gathered thy children together, | 
as a hen doth gather her brood under 
her wings, and ye would not!” Multi- 
tudes who have heard Christ’s Gospel 
and refused to submit themselves unto 
the righteousness of God have passed 
into the land of eternal despair. There 
is not enough concern about the stub- 
bornness of the impenitent, and tears 
over their woeful folly. Pray that you 
may feel more deeply about the sinful 
people about you. 


Fri—Ezekiel 18:26-32. 
Call to Repentance. 


PraYErR SuGccEsTIons: “Repent, and turn 
yourselves from all your transgressions; 
so iniquity shall not be your ruin.” 
There is no salvation for anyone who 
does not come to faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and does not mourn over his 
transgressions and in confidence in God 
renounce them. As our Lord said, “I 
am not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance” (Matt. 9:13): And 
He commands that “repentance and re- 
mission of sins should be preached _.. 
among all nations” (Luke 24:47). Are 
you doing your share in calling sinners 
to repentance? Pray for more soul- 
winners. 


Sat.—Isaiah 1:13-20. 
“Let Us Reason Together.” 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Come now, and 
let us reason together.” The Law of 
God reflects His holiness, and fits in with 
all that is moral and good for man, ‘The 
breaking of that Law is a sin against 
God and our own souls and all mankind. 
This evil of heart and life, and its ter- 
rible consequences to ourselves, moves 
the God of love and mercy to call us to 
come to Him for pardon and cleansing 
and regeneration. Are you echoing 
God’s “come”? Pray for your sinning 
loved ones. 


Sun.—Jeremiah 31:1-14., 
The Happy Restoration, 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “My people 
shall be satisfied with my goodness, 
saith the Lord.” The God of all grace 
desires to bestow greater blessings 
upon all people. He delighteth in 
mercy and loving-kindness. He longs 
to restore the years which the canker 
worm of sin has eaten. Pray for 
mercies Of the God of Heaven for 
your people, : 











